Teaching
‘method’s
friends

“My standards have
not changed, but my
ability to get students
to write has,” one

proponent says.

By Joy D. Gasta
Special to The Inquirer

First Krista Finan read her poem
about a bubble gum machine and
Wendy Fraser read her story “Mer-
maid Tiffany,” which she was writ-
ing with Michelle Rosato.

Steve Gillmore passed around his
three-part cartoon story about a soc-
cer player. J.J. Pickney was reluctant
at first to tell his tale. When he did
read "Teradome,” about a “perfectly
normal kid” sucked into the televi-
sion by an energy creature, the oth-
ers loved it.

The students in Jolene Borgese's.
12th-grade English class at East High
School in West Chester were work-
ing on the books they are writing for
a group of second graders. The day

(Continued on next page)
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Weiss said. “There's no evidence that
attention to grammar helps. Every
evidence is that writing atrophies -
with such attention.”

been to a Writing Project summer
institute or workshop are enthusias-
tic. In terms that sound like a reli-
| gious conversion, they speak of holis-




- GLOSE To HOME

West Bradford fifth a;'ader Megan Kelly had her adventure story, ‘A Place Across the Water,’ published

in the Pennsylvania Writing Prﬂ_ecf's anthology of student writing. With her are (from left) West Bradford
Wincipul Bob Clegg, parents Michael and Debbie Kelly and Pennsylvania Writing Project director Robert
eiss, a West Chester University professor. :
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ipating in the Young Writers/Young Readers Program are
&illian Fox, 9, and Ashley Owens, 9, both from Round

ummer reading

yuths spend vacation becoming better writers

By Amy Gianficaro
Stayf Writer
PER MORELAND
DOLS — The first year,
r-old Meredith Mintzer ad-
her mother insisted.
. past two years, though,
tended on her own accord.
redith, an Upper Moreland
le School student, has no
1s on becoming a writer. In
she's not yet sure what ca-
he’ll pursue.
for a few days this sum-
ihe's a poet.
redith and 54 other local
d- through ninth-grade stu-
, were back in class last
participating in the Young
rs/Young Writers Program
middle school.
ynsored by the National
ing Project through the
Fylvania Writing Project at

West Chester University, stu-
dents test the limits of their writ-
ing and creativity during infor-
mal morning sessions which con-
cluded Friday.

Piloted two years ago at Upper
Moreland through middle school
writing center teacher Mary O'G-
orman, the program also is of-
fered for a $165-per-student fee at
six other Delaware Valley loca-
tions this summer, including this
week in the Hatboro-Horsham
School District.

Meredith, who has been with
the program since its inception,
said the student anthology print-
ed at the end of each program
year has given her reason to be
pleased with the growth her writ-
ing has shown.

“I was surprised when I read
what I wrote two years ago,” she
said. “I can really see improve-

ment.”

Each student ““‘owns’’ two
pages of the program anthology,
published by West Chester Uni-
versity, to showcase poetry, short
stories and information about
themselves.

Gorman, who coordinates the

Upper Moreland program with -
the help of Upper Moreland

teachers Susan Powidzki and Er-
ika Allen, Hatboro-Horsham
teacher Phyllis Carrol and Upper
Dublin teacher Johanna Berman,

said the workshop  provides stu. .-

dents with time for individual at-

tention and an atmospp_,e__reﬂ that

fosters creativity. S
“It's the kind of thing that re-
minds me why I became a teach-
er in the first place,” said Gorman.
One of the project strategies,
said Gorman, is to help students
refine their ideas, organize their

Meadow Elementary School, and Meredith Dean, 8, from High-
land Elementary School.

(Staff photo by Amy Gianficare)

thoughts and encourage the
process of revision.

Guest author Linda Riley of
Elkins Park, who wrote, “TV:
What's Behind What You See,”
worked with students last week
in meeting those goals.

Kelly Latta, 9, a Round Mea-
dow student wise beyond her
years, said “the kids get a lot of
individual attention, and that’s
good.”

‘It gets kids to care more
about their writing, instead of
just ‘write this, write that’ at
school,” she said.

Eleven-year-old Jessalyn Ed-
wardson, an Upper Moreland
Middle School student, wants to
be a poet. She said the relaxed at-
mosphere at the writing work-
shop has helped her improve her
work.




Writing course
is summer fun

By Jennifer Lawson
Staff Writer

In summer, the last place a kid
wants to be is in a classroom,
right?

Wrong.

Instead of chatting on the Inter-
net or watching The Price is

Right, some area students are tak-
ing a two-week summer writing
course, and they’re learning that
writing can be an enjoyable and
worthwhile diversion.

On Monday, students met at
William Tennent High School for
the first day of the Young Writ-

Spirit/Guide staff photo / SCOTT ROMAN

Terri Kelly, a fifth-grade school teacher for the Quakertown
School District, gives words of encouragement to Phillip
Patrick, 8, at the Centennial School District writing pro-

See Writing, page 4 gram at William Tennent High School.

Students find summer fun in writing program

Il Writing, from Page 1

ers/Readers enrichment program, sponsored ing,” Hurley said. “If they like it, they won't .

by the Natiopal Writing Project, through the
Pennsylvania Writing Project at West Chester
University.

Under the instruction of Brenda Hurley, a
gifted education and English teacher at Log
College Middle School, 13 students in grades
seven to nine did a httle brainstorming.

One student said she did not want to write
about anything on her brainstorming list;
another said she had trouble with tenses when
she writes.

“Don’t worry about that now,” Hurley
said. “We're doing ideas. This is idea day.”

From its inception in 1986, the Young
Writers/Readers workshop was held only at
West Chester University. Two years ago,
though, a pilot program was started in Upper
Morveland with much success. Now, the pro-
gram is offered at 15 schools in five counties,
with about 1,300 students enrolled. Tennent’s
workshop meets each moming for two weeks

from 9 a.m. to noon.
*“We try to encourage them to like writ-

look at it as such an oner-

ous task.” “Wetryto
Bruce Seidel, a chem-
istry teacher at Council tel'? coutra?_i
'Rock High School, has - ‘hem to like
been the director of the WIiting. "_
program for the past four they like it,
. years, and this is his sec-  they won’t
ond year as an instructor.  jgok at it as
He said the instructors
have the students share such an O,I’ler-
ous task.

their writing with each
other.

“It helps to make their writing better,” he
said. Instead of critiquing, he explained that
he would givepositive suggestions. “Things
like, ‘If I could change one thing in your
story, it would be...””

At the end of the session, the students’
work will be published in an anthology. Each
student will have two pages to fill in the

book, which will be distributed to libraries
and other school district buildings,

“When the workshop ends, they will be
published authors,” Seidel said.

At Upper Moreland Middle School last
Friday, a different section of the Young Read-
ers/Writers workshop was wrapping up its
two-week session. A “gallery” was set up,
featuring the students’ writings and artwork.
Parents were milling around, enjoying the
displays,

“They learned how to use the writing pro-
cess and improve their writing, and they
learned that writing and reading can be fun,”
said coordinator Erika Allen. “It’s not meant
to be like school.”

Jen Christensen, 11, who will be entering
sixth grade at Upper Moreland Middle School
in the fall, was showing her poetry to her
mother.

“She lives to wrile, so this program was a
good way for her to get responses from oth-
ers,” said Linda Christensen. “She’s more
confident in her writing.”

T e T
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more to the by including '
fmmly memlﬁers
“Afterward, Midzak acknowl-

iedged the writing process was so
difficult that, rather than revise

)= par,m, he preferred to start a
q:  writing, using my imagi-
b on,” Midzak said.

i i#d using her. imagination to
i ent stories that don’t have to

i make up stuff that will make
itound better.”
: 2 But Short said she doesn’t
see a future as novelist,
1 153To make any money you have
the very best,” Short said.
¢ This is the first year Centen-
nial has offered the program. In
past years, it has been scheduled
slipfither sites, such as Neshaminy
‘@#a Council Rock, said Brenda
Burley, the site coordinator.
o8 There are 28 students in the
afogram, 22 who are in grades
e through nine and the remain-
@r are in second to fourth
#ades. The students come from
Wstricts throughout Lower:
@hicks, and parents pay about
80 for the two-week program,
jhich ends Aug. 1.
eyt Hurley, a teacher at Tennent,
fiid the program has three teach-
@ who are writing fellows from
e Pennsylvania Writing Project.
&8 At the end of the two-week
Wogram, the students will have a
B blished booklet with a sam-
BMng of the group’s writings,
gurley said.
§ “It’s to encourage their fluid-
iss, and when they return to
| fhool in September they will
Sfe writing,” Hurley said.
&&: In another room, a group of six
junger students wrote and edited

@leir poems, recently printed from
o puters, while others drew pic-
fires to accompany the stories.

i@ Christopher Choi, a third-.
@de student from Warwick Ele-

Jay
Sarah Short isn’t sure if she'll
make a career out of writing. But
the Richboro ninth-grader says she
likes the freedom in writing, “You
can make stuff up that will make |t
sound better”

mentary School in Central Bucks,
said his mother made him attend
the camp. He was buay drawing a
picture of a whale and a shark to
go along with a poem he wrote
about his grandfather being
saved from a shark by a whale.

“I like funny stories,” Christo-
pher, 8, said. “I kind of like writ-

ing, but sometimes it gets boring.”

Emily Locker, 7, who wrote a
poem about her brother being
Marco Polo and making “monkey
faces” said she liked writing
because she uses her unagmatmn
to write stories. :

Terri Kelly, a.teacher from
Quakertown who is teaching the
younger kids this year, said her

aim g to encourage students and -

let them know that each of them
have things they can write: -

Kelly said students attending
the program tend to be serious -
about their writing and about.
improving their craft. =

“It's:neat, theae kids' wunt to -
write, they want more, they want:
to write better,” Kelly said,




By Linda Hadley
Main Line Life Comrespondent

Lydia Zodda is a pint-sized poet
with a grown-up demeanor.

A second-grader at New Eagle
Elementary, the 7-1/2-going-on-
40-year-old Lydia was recognized
for her young talents when two of
her works were chosen for inclu-
sion in the anthology.“Writing
Takes You Everywhere,” pub-
lished last summer by the Pennsyl-
vania Writing Project at West
Chester University.

The Strafford girl and her two
brothers attended the 1996 Pro-
gram for Young Writers and
Young Readers in grades one to 12
at WCU because, she explained,
“My mom wanted us to improve
our reading so she signed us up.”

She was the youngest of the
over 400 students in the program
intended to foster a life-long love

Poets dwell among us
B New Eagle second-grader’s work to be published in anthology

New Eagle second-grader Lydia Zodda shows the book her poem
appears in.

like ‘Push button’.”

What else does a published
poet do in her spare
time? “I play soccer

of reading and writing but this
didn’t slow her down when it
came to producing
an award-winning

poem titled and Nintendo 64,”
“Moon” and MOOH she lists. “I play
receiving a special by Lydia Zodda piano - that’s very
‘mention for her My moon is a twister good, I like doing
review of the book P homework - sort of -
“Possum Come a Sw‘_rh,ng’ I like singing and
Knockin’.” She swirling playing the recorder
was already an avid In the midnight sky. and I like the flute a

reader and writer -  Everything and every- 10t - I'd like to play

at the tender age of ’ . one.”
7 - as she went off PHE I Ao The Beanie Baby
to the college cam- why. craze has ' not
pus where  she It is a silver guarter. escaped: Lydia’s
honed her skills so attention. She

It is an apple.

- reports not only hav-
It is a pearl. : Y

ing a collection of
.her own but also
“introducing Beanie
Babies into the life
of my piano teacher. She now has
a larger collection than mine.”

she can really zip
through her
favorite mystery
books in the Box-
car Children series.
Does she have a favorite poet?
“Shel Silverstein,” she replied. ‘I

Are these myriad interest lead-
ing to a career choice? “I want to
be a scientist or a singer.” Why not
a singing scientist? “That’s possi-
ble,” she mused.

At an age when most kids are
naming after super heroes or tele-
vision characters, Lydia has a
hamster named Guinevere and five
fish: Alexis, Alex, Tam, Big Guy
and Catsy. The sixth fish, Allison,
died. This menagerie report is
delivered with a dead pan expres-
sion betrayed by mischievous
eyes.

When asked about plans for this
summer, Lydia says she will be
again attending the Footlighters
Theater Camp - mime being one
of her favorite activities. “We
might go to Europe,” she said,
then added impishly.

“My brother wants to go to
London and taunt the guards at
Buckingham Palace.” -
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By Tanya Barrientes
Inquirer Staf] Wrizer

Open-air torture.

That's what 12yearcld Jake
Forgernest considers traditdonal
summer day camp.

“My [ather tried to force me to
go, but I woulda't do it. Nature
and I don't get along.”

The sandy-haired Philadel-
phian isn’t the only one who
shudders at the thought of en-
during cooked-up fun &t com-
pounds with names that sound
lke tribal pottons.

Thete are lots of kids who con-.
sider Mother Nature a distant rel- -
ative, Atid they have begun mak- -
fog one, nonnegotinble demand
to parents who wanpt to send
them to summer camp. It must be - .
indoors. .

Not possible, you say? Remem-
ber, this is America, I kids want .
something, entrepreneurs will
find & way to give it to them,

So, indoor summer camy it ia.

No sunscreen. No hiking. No
poison oak.

In the Philadeiphia and New
Jersey area this summer, the sun-
shy can opt for movie-making
camp (Jake's choice), modeling

‘.'Y ﬁg?z :ﬁ‘%‘:ﬁ g i

Barbizon instfuctor Elaine Brunson (left) shows camp- : i
_er Linda Surovec how to turn on a modeling runway. Schoalof Modelivg in Bala Cyn-

They’re much happier campers
* Alternatives bring youngsters out o A |

fit the moald,” said Patrick Ley-
“dew,. & senior . at Archbishop

Wood HighSchicol, who has come .
‘to Clnekyd camp four years in a
row.. “Here; you get 10 break the
;'mol'd.'-'_; OO :
Ity ot unusial for childrento
‘ ghium cuistomary camp activitles,
“satd Jidy Thode, who runs the
: Mancy:: Thode : Camp. Advisory
‘Service in’ Bucky County. - -
:9T'd say two.out of 10 people ask -
“for sormething other than & tradi- '
tionial camp,” said Thiode. “They
‘usuatly say that ihey have a child
whio doesn't like 2 lot of competi-
“thon or: isn’t into’ sports.”

i That'swihiy Linda Surovec, 18, a
tall, slim brunette from Warring:
“ton; sald: she ' chose modeling -

‘camp. this summit. ' ) o
“I'm not very athletic,” she said
“gsvshie” sthoothed  puity-cotored
miakeup: onto- her: forehead.

“*1; fhink: [: can’ gét something
out; of this rather than' just play-
{ug for & day,” said Surovec, who
- 'wanls: to.be an. actress.. ..

: Six girls are atténding model-
ing camip; §ponsored by Barbizon

wyd,  this: summer.: For $1,095,
- they’ll spend six weeks learning

camp, writing camp, time-travel
camp of investing camp. There's
even a camyp for middlecf-the
roadets, where campers cap see
the outdoors but don't actually
have to interact with it
"“Regular camp i3 good if your
kid is athletic,” said Frank Keat-

ing of Willow Grove, who, \.v'i.t!x.

Jake and about 28 other young-

sters, is attending movie-making'

camp at Cinekyd in Upper More-
land, Montgomery County.

In the warehouse studio, with
professional cameras, editing
equipment and speciak elfects,

campers spend their days making' -
a motfon picture. This year, for: -
about 3600 in tuition, the kids
will spend three weeks creatinga
horror film, complete with &’
modern-day vamplre and ghostly

special effects. . :

“In regular camps, you have to

. the- camerd, make coiubercials

How 1o apply’ makeup, flirt: with

and: walk like Imang.: oo, L
“This i3 the: model stance,” ad-
viged: instructor: Ruth Ann
Fisher,: 'a: professional - model,
standing with one foot forward,

T {See; CAME on: 2B)

" . CAMP, from 1B :
slightly bent knees and a touch of tilt
in her hips. Always, always, always, -

she hammered into her rectuils,
waik in a toe-to-heel fashlon,

« In a sort of model musical chairs,
the campers - dressed in shorts and
high heels — toe-and-heeted up and’
down a makeshift modeling runway,
awkwardly striking the modei stance
whenever the Carilibean music
stopped. T 3

“This i3 educational, and you don’t
gweat,” said Nicole Shelton, 13, who
lives in Germantown and returned
for her second session of modeling
camp this year.

Using the word “camp” for some of
the {ndoor summet programs ls
mostly a marketing gimmick, said’
Thode.

1 think it's an overused phrase,”
she said. “} the program is really
focused totaily. away from the out-
doors, you might want to cail it an
enrichment program instead of
camp.” ’ B

Bat, she conceded, if camp means
‘pothing more than recreation, then
computer camps, movie camps and
writing camps loceely fit the bili.

At Delaware County Community
College and at West Chester Univer-

ot-so-great outdoors

sity, youngste'rs. this sﬁn:gmér' have.
flocked to writing camp, choostng

pen strokes over sunstrake, -

“! begged my parents to send me,"
sald lsin Granville, 11, during his

snack break at writing camp, which -

costs up to §i85 for two weeks of
essays, erasers and’ erudition. Nes-
tled lnto a brown vinyl sofa inside

_the air-conditioned lobby of Main
Hall, lain said he wanted to be an-

author when he grew up.

‘What about regular day camp? The
great outdoors? Birds, leaves, grass
and sun? :

“Ugghhhk,” he and his pals
groaned. . :

Some parents, iike Elissa Yunkin of
Chester County, insisted that their
xids go to non-traditional camp.

“I'm not going to pay for her just o
play gemes,” sald Yunkin, whose
daughter, Leanne, goes to writing
camp. "She can do that at home.”

Time-travel camp, which beging in
August at Delaware Community Col-
lege, will allow students to study
history by immersing themselves
into the arts and lifestyle of a partic-
ular perfod in history. In New Jorsey,
Attantic Community College In Mays
Landing offers a day camp with class-
in cooking, magic and financial

* screeped-in; - others tiave:: covered:

fnvesting. =

Still; some kids are willing to en-:
gage in & modicum of outdoor sctivh
tles. They may not want ta spend al
day outside; but: they're willing to’
brave the eletients for # 45-minute::
swim. Burf Brae Creative Arts Camp:
is ready to ablige. . BRI

The camp, in: Dresher,” i¥. eight:
acres of wooded land, dotted with 19
pavillons of verious sizés. Some are.

porches, and att are protected from:”
the sun and rain. Campers, who pay
Bp o 51,645 for ¥rght weeks, pick:
activitles from. & menu of acung,
volce, music;, citcus arts and. radi
production, . * -
Camp owner and director: Lisa
Kasser sald she ingisted that her ...
campers partake In 45-minute swime o
ming lessons and 45 migates of some: - o0
other “sport,” but they can choose .
aerobles, which is inside. - Ll
“This camp 13 Jost the right mix,”
said Wesley Ratke,
who came to Burn Bres to play clark "
net and learn Jazm Co. T
~When the temperatire i3 high,' .
you don't have ta be outside, but you
can be on a porch or something, 0
you don't get cooped up and misers
able,” he sald. “That's outsids, offl -
clally, isn't 12" - oo L

RUEED

13, of Elkins Park;. . .







Young Writers and Young Readers'

West Chester University's
11th annual Summer Programs

WCU Campus Sessions (Afternons only)
Young Writers

(formerly Youth Writing Project)
® July 10-21 ® July 24-Aug. 4 » Aug, 7-18

Young Readers
® June 26-30

Wriﬁng & Word Processing
® June 26-July 7

Young Writers/Young Readers
o July 10-21 & July 24-Aug. 4

® Instructors are teachers of the noted
Pennsylvania Writing Project

For registration information
& deadlines,

Call “9436-3089

Space is limited

. Studentst experience all phases of writing
process in a close, supportive atmosphere

* Two-week programs include workshops

with md authors

“Vest Chester
University

~ West Chester University’s
12th annual Summer Programs

WCU Campus Sessions (Aftercaons Only)
Young Writers
(formerly Youth Writing Project)
July 8-19 * July 22 - Aug. 2 » August 5-16
Young Readers
June 24 - July 3

Kenrlett Square
July 8-19
Coatesville '

- July 22 - August 2
(mornmgs ()n]}r)
Young Wntem/l’o“ng

Whriting & Word Processing _ Readers
June 24 - July 3
Young Writers/Young Readers
July 8-19 & July 22 - August 2
» Instructors are teachers of the noted
- Pennsylvania Writing Project

For registration information, &
deadlines,

Call (610) 436-3089

) Space is limited

» Students experience all phases of
writing process in a colose, supportive -
atmosphere

- » Two week programs include workshops
with published authors
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Student reviews

Roving reviewer

Movie: ‘Muppet

Treasure Island’

Now that it’s gone from
theaters, look for this one on
video. It’ll be worth the wait!

In this film, these wacky
puppets once again take over a
classic that only Brian Henson '
could possibly direct. Instead of
Charles
Dickens’ |
classic, “A
Christmas
Carol,” the
muppets star
in Robert
Louis "
Stevenson’s
“Treasure
Island.”

GALLAGHER Stevenson’s
plot is retold in the enjoyable
Muppet style.

This movie was extraordinary
and unique. Henson’s skillfull
direction allows the Muppet
tradition, started by his late
father, Jim Henson, to live. on.
There were excellent “non-
Muppet” actors such as Tim Curry
who was perfect for the part of
Long John Silver. The humor in
this movie was on different levels,
ranging from slapstick humor for
the young and subtle humor for
grown-ups and older kids. This
enjoyable film should be seen by
all ages.

Erin Gallagher is a 6th grader at
Shamona Creek Elementary
School. She has written for the Lo-
cal News’ “Young Writers” column
and has attended the West Chester
University Youth Writing Project
for the past three summers. Keeping
her reviews completely in the kids’
arena, Erin rates her movies with
ice-cream scoops instead of the
standards stars.
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Young Writers -

The third annual Friendship PTA Writing
Contest was recently held at Friendship School in
Coatesville. The winning entries were written by
Andrew McLean, a second grade student, and
Kelly Reider, a third grade student. They were
awarded full scholarships to the Pennsylvania
Writing Project Summer Youth Program which will
be held at West Chester University this summer.
Following are the winners.

The Adventures of the Octopus

Once there was an octopus that lived in the sea.
He had so many friends. His best friend was
Sharkie Shark. They played together all the time.
They would chase each other and play cops and
robbers, Sharkie usually caught Octo in chase, and
Octo usually caught Sharkie in cops and robbers.

One day Sharkie wasn’t home, so Octo went on
an adventure. He was swimming when he saw a
creature he never saw before! It looked like a star
that was gold! The star creature moved, and Octo
swam away as fast as he could! Then he fell into a
cave and hit his head on the bottom of the cave.
When he got up, he saw a big box full of shiny stuff.
He got closer and then heard a growl. Before he
knew it, a bad shark was chasing him.

“Help,” eried Octa! “Help, Help!” Finally the
shark stopped chasing him. “Whew,” he said. Then
he looked around and didn’t know where he was.
He started swimming when he heard a water,
splashing, rumble sound. Then he saw a big-g-g-g-g
machine. A telescope came out of the top. Octo was
scared! Then a big hole opened and a big long thing
came out of it! It almost hit Octo. Then it shot
another one! It missed him by an inch. Then Octo
grabbed the machine, but it hit him with one of the
things. Octo was hurt. It was about to shoot
another one, but then Sharkie came and hit the
machine. The torpedo went the other way. Sharkie
saved Octo! Sharkie and Octo together made the
machine go away. They were safe!

Sharkie led the way back home. They played and
played. Octo never went there again! If Sharkie
wasn't home, Octo from then on stayed around his
territory! But what do you know, he did go back
once! Sharkie and Octo lived “sea happy” the rest of

their lives!
Andrew McLean

It all started on a warm April day. I was walking
home from school when I decided to take a different
path home. It turned left where I would usually
turn right. I walked into a deep green forest. The
path I was walking on was a gray stone path. Each
step T took made a cloud of dust appear at my feet.
As I walked deeper into the forest, I could hear
laughter. Deeper and deeper I went. I felt as if I
were shrinking. The tall green trees seemed to grow
taller and taller by the second. Then the mice I saw -
were not small anymore. They were taller than me!
I walked further and further.

Soon I was standing in front of a huge Easter
basket. An old man wearing a crown and holding a
paint brush in his hand welcomed me. “Hello,
young lady,” he said sounding friendly. “Will you
join me and my friends in painting these Easter
Eggs?” I looked at him and the mice who were
busily painting. I nodded happily and said, “I would
love to!” I had fun painting. I painted a brick egg, a
striped egg, and a polka-dot egg. When I was done
painting I seemed to grow taller and taller. Pretty
soon the Easter basket was small again. The trees
were now nol as huge as they were before. I was
my normal size again.

I turned around to go to the path I started from.
Soon I was out of the forest and onto the familiar
path. The sun was shining, and the birds were
singing. Did I really shrink? What was in that
mysterious forest?

1 was finally home. I walked up on the front
porch and opened the door. “You don’t look well,”
my mother said. “Let me take your temperature.”
She took my school books and laid them on the
table. She put a thermometer in my mouth for five
minutes. “Oh, dear, you have a fever. Your
temperature is one-hundred-point-six!”

That was when I told her I would be right back. I
ran up the familiar path and into the deep forest. I
did not shrink! All I saw was a brick painted egg
laying the green, spring grass.

Kelly Reider
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summer writing project

Program improves
abilities and attitudes

CAROLINE BURNS
Staff Writer

Sometimes it’s easy and
sometimes it's hard, but
Kathleen Orlik says she likes
to start the same way each
time:.

“First, I like to sit and stare
at something and just think.
Then I just start writing.”

Orlik, 7, is among 950
students who participated this
summer in the Pennsylvania
Writing Project Youth
Programs, which is held here
at West Chester University.
The 11-year-old program, once
held only at the university,
expanded last year to seven
other locations in Chester,
Montgomery, Delaware and
Bucks counties. It is designed
to enhance youngsters’ _
capabilities and 1mprove their
attitudes to both writing and
reading.

Orlik attended at
Coatesville’s Reeceville
Elementary School. In late
July, she and 13 other
students worked with teacher
Rita Rotton and a parent
volunteer in one of two writing
classes.

Rotton encouraged her
tudents, who were between 7
mnd 10 and attend Coatesville
and Downingtown schools, to
write the details they'd told
her for an exercise on what
they like.

“Christian Ogen lives in
Coatesville with his mom, dad,

dog Rex and a few dead birds.
He likes to play baseball,”
wrote Ogden. “It’s interesting,”
the 8-year-old said of the
exercise,

The Pennsylvania Writing
Project started in 1980, six
;G%ars after the National

riting Project. Both began as

teacher training classes and
later expanded to include
students. The staff .
development program is still
being conducted, and articles
by six Chester County
teachers apﬁeared in a recent
book published by the
university’'s program.

The youth classes, which are
attended by students in grades
one through 12, are funded
with tuitions and gifts.

“T wanted to help motivate
her toward writing and to get
more pleasure out of reading
and writing,” said Mary
Cunningham, whose 7-year-old
daughter Elizabeth attended
at Reeceville School.

“This is a pretty focused
ﬁrqup. Most of them enjoy
doing what they’re doing. It’s
just learning some new skills,
gepamg some neat ideas,” she
said.

In all, there were seven
other writing projects run
from other universities in the
state. Teachers wrote their
own curriculas, said Bruce

Seidel, the coordinator of
youth programs here. As
encouraging writing has
become more common in all
school subjects, the summer
pro%{am is a chance to focus
on the discipline, he said.

“It’s very homey,” he said of
the elementary school sites.
The program was also run out
of middle schools. Last gear,
there was one, where 3
students attended.

“We're in the school districts
where the kids go, and the
classrooms are able to be
decorated. And this makes the
program LIJ(J»s.s.ible for parents
who could not get to the
university,” he said.

The school-based programs
have also drawn in parent-
teacher organizations. A

arent g‘roug at the

oatesville district provided
scholarships to at least 11

- students this year.

Most students — 550 —
attended the programs at the
university. That’s where Craig
Fenimore, a teacher at West
Chester E.N. Peirce Middle
School, worked.

Fenimore teaches high
school students in the
program, and said his oal
was to keep his classes lively.

“Our philosophy has always
been to make it enjoyable.
Quite a number of the
students are involved in
writing before they come to us,
with magazines, the year book.
Some kids come and are forced
by their parents. We hope by
the end of the two weeks, they
are enjoying it more. But a
EOOd number of our kids come

ecause they gust love to
write,” he said.




Winners of a writing contest sponsored by the Reeceville Elementary School PTA were awarded scholar-
ships for the Pennsylvania Youth Writing Project held at West Chester University this summer. Students,
from left front are Lauren Beauchamp, Megan Echoff, Daniel Loschiavo, Michelle Welk; middle from left,
Alysia Hedegard, Stephanie Lydon. Adults, from left are Barnia Young, program coordinator, Tom Ban-
nan, PTA president, Camie Arvay, principal, Paul Bentley, assistant superintendent, Ann Pristernik, PTA
vice president. Not pictured are Jessica Faucette and Larry Benjamin, PTA chairperson. The program is
designed for students who want to learn, share and grow as writers and readers. Participants experience
all phases of the writing process, including publication. All writing done by participants is eligible for re-
gional awards in several categories. Pubﬁcaiions will be offered to local bookstores, libraries, schools,
churches and community centers.
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PA WRITING PROJECT YOUTH PROGRAMS,
8 West Chester University, West Chester, PA 19383,
ﬁlational!y recognized adunafiuna_l!_recreatiunal _
eight and ten day programs in writing and reading
for youngsters ages 6-18 at eleven Delaware Val-
ley locations. Mornings at Coatesville, Kennett
Square, Norristown, Hatboro, Hu[aham. Fort
Washington, Prospect Park, Media, Chafont, and
Langhomne. Afternoons at West Chester Universi-
) isiting authors and master teachers.
nuter facilities at WCU location.

DAILY LOCAL NEWS, West Chester, Pa., Wed., April 3,19% D7,

oung Writers and Young Readers :

West Chester University’s
12th annual Summer Programs

WCU Campus Sessions (Afternoons Only
Young Writers :
(formerly Youth Writing Project) July 8-19
July 8-19 » July 22 - Aug. 2 = August 516 Coatesville
Young Readers I zln); Zri;; August 2
June 24 - July 3 185 only)
‘| . y . Yﬂung WntEI‘S/YQ
Writing & Word Processing Readers
June 24 - July 3
istration information, &
Yound Writers/Young Readers s

: deadlines, .
July 8-19 & July 22 - August 2 Call (610) 436-3089 |

* Instructors are teachers of the noted Apace s Hited '
Pennsylvania Writing Project

Kennett Square

|

ung

* Students experience all phases of
writing process in a colose, supportive
atmosphere

* Two week programs include workshops West Chester
with published authors

-

[
1
!

[ |

LI |
I
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L}
L}

University




[T .

Preparmg for a Literacy Fair, students at Hound Meadow Elementary Schoof in Upper Moreland have fused reading and writing
in all aspects of their curriculum. Studems (from ieft) Ryan Santry, 8; Daniel Sands, 10; and Kelly Latta, 9, are in third grade.

Students take three R’s one further

A writing program makes
them authors in all areas.
The key is revision.

. By Wendy Greenberg

INQUIRER CORRESPONDENT

UPPER MORELAND — When hundreds of
parents descend on Round Meadow Elemen-

tary School tonight for the Literacy Fair, .

they will see more than a display of their
children’s writing.

They will see how writing in schoois has
moved from “read a book and turn in a re-
port” to an ongoing prucess in which every
student is an author in every subject, even
math.

Round Meadow students talk excitedly

about their writing, which by tenight will

" cover every square inch of the school’s hall-

ways — and much of the ceilings. All 810
students are represented.

“It's amazing,” said fifth grader Jeff Par-
kinson. “When I came into first grade, [
could write my name and two other words.
Now I write adventure stories.”

Third grader Jennie Kotschneff said her
class read mystery books and wrote case re-
ports to hand te police. Others, such as sec-

ond graders Weston McQuillan and Tara .
. Zearfaus, advertised bocks on the back of

cereal boxes.
Earlier this week, studeats hung up news-
‘papers they had produced which reported

the sinking of the Titanic, as part of an -

ocean study. There are Civil War diaries and
writings on wind socks, on license piates

.and on {ilm strips. There are postcards from

space,

.to teach writing,” said Linda Segal, district

Thursdsy, May 16, 1996

posters on endangered species,
pledges to save water and math-word prob-
lems — all part of the writing program.

; “There was a time that no one knew how

superintendent for English and reading.
Now there is more attention to the writing
process, she said.

Teachers in Upper Moreland have tried to
engage students in wrmng about all sub-
jects in all styles

The district i8 a pioneer in developing
hew approaches. it hosted the first oil-site
summer program for the Pennsylvania-Writ-
ing Project three years ago. The two-week -
Summer Programs for Young Writers and
Young Readers have spread to 1Z sites, in-
cluding Hatboro-Horsham, Methacton, Up-
per Dublin, Certral Bucks and Neshaminy

See LITERACY on B5

LITERACY from B1

© schoot districts.

This is the fourth year of the Lit-
eracy Fair, which was started by
principal James Quili, a [ormer
reading specialist. Teachers save
stedent werk all year so (air visilors
can chart their progress.

“It’s good for students to see how
they have progressed {rom earlier
grades — even from September, said
Round Meadow teacher Lynne Dorf-
man, & “Tellow” of the Fennsylvania
Writing Project. "Parents can see
where the wrillng is going in
higher grades.”

And seeing progress, she noted, is
usnally motlvating Ine itsetl.

"] used to do small slories. Now [
do big stories,” said [irst grader
Morgan Monaghan.

“l was just plain before,” said
fourth grader Kelly Santry, “Now i
am more creative and use belter
words.

Third grader Eric Spicer was
proud of his progression. “[ didn’t
have as much description before,”
he said. "Now I can make ljttle
words inte big words.”

The students have learned, said
schoul reading specialist Dina Cas-
sidy, that “writing' is reflective of
the subject. We've gollen away {rom
just cute writing. They know lhere
is o target audlence.”

Multiple revisions are part of the
process, as students conlinuously
edit and confer with their peers.

“We joke that along with the
three R’s, a new R — revision —- has
been added,” Dorfman said.

Robtert Weiss, director of the
Pennsylvania Writing Project and a
professor of English at West Chesler
University, agreed that "knowing
how to gel kids to produce good
wrilleg is not what schools did well
30 years ago, They looked to gram-
mar books, models and phony for-
mulas like the °five-paragraph
theme. This carried litlle inlerest
for young peaple.”

The best molivation for young

writers, said Weiss, who wlll be a
guest tonight, “is uwllimately the
combination of linding something
you'd like to say and knowing some-
one will see it.

"Wriling arises [rom a desire lo
cotnmunicate. You just see some
amazing things where this philoso
phy |s an lnlegral part of the cluss
roum.'

For More Information
M The community is inviled lo
\heLileracy Fair, which is
scheduied from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
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Writing Project Enters

by Rob Yoegel :

When schools end a long but
successful year next month, stu-
dents and parents will have
already planned summer activi-
ties.

A worthwhile alternative or
addition to summer day camp or a
trip to the shore is the Summer
Youth Writing Project offered at
West Chester University (WCU).

Open to any student in kinder-
garten through 12th grade, the
10-year-old program is sponsored
by The Pennsylvania Writing
Project (PAWP), established in
1979 by Robert Weiss, professor
of English at WCU.

Part of a national initiative
which began 20 years ago in
California, PAWP is endorsed by
state legislators, the Department
of Education and the State
System of Higher Education.

In addition to its numerous
programs geared towards youth,
PAWP offers a variety of gradu-
ate and in-service courses, work-
shops and institutes for teachers
to promote staff development.
Over 400 southeastern
Pennsylvania teachers are part of
the project.

! As the organization’s oldest
§ and most popular youth program,
| the Summer Youth Writing
¥ Project is instructed by noted
! teachers in PAWP.

] “We saw this as a way for
teachers to use the wonderful
% training they receive in the
Writing Project’s summer insti-

10th Year

tutes,” Weiss said. “The overall
philosophy is to have fun. This is
not school.”

Over 300 students attended
three two-week sessions last
summer. The program is offered
in the afternoon and is held in
college classrooms.

“It has always been a campus-
based ,” Weiss said. “]
think it’s part of the charm. The
younger students can say they
went to college over the sum-
mer.”

The main objective is to help
youngsters develop an enthusi-
asm about writing. Students are
able to experience all phases of
the writing process in a close and
supportive atmosphere.

Teachers work with small
classes, which average about 10
students, allowing for more per-
sonal and uninterrupted attention.
Creativity and craft are expressed
by writing poetry, plays, short
stories or nonfiction.

Smaller peer groups and ses-
sions with published authors are
also part of the program.
Computer sessions are offered for
students who wish to combine the
writing program with computer
experience and word processing
skills. ;

The Summer Youth Writing
Project includes no tests, no
grades and no mandatory home-
work assignments.

“If you enjoy creative writing
and would like to have help mak-
ing your writing better, then this

is the place to allow your mind
to wander,” said a former stu-
dent.

Students’ work is pub-
lished in a book at the end of
each session and other pieces
are displayed in a gallery that
showcases work for family and
friends to see. Fall reunions
are also often scheduled.

Tuition fees are used to
fund the program. Partial and
full scholarships are available.

This year’s sessions of the
Summer  Youth  Writing
Project will be held July 11-24,
July 25 - August 5, and August
8-19.

Other special youth pro-
grams this summer will
include “Young Writers,
Young Readers” for students
in grades two through eight
and “Writing the College
Admission Essay” for high
school seniors.

There are currently over
150 sites of the National
Writing Project throughout the
country and across the world.
There are nine Jocations in
Pennsylvania with the West
Chester site being the first and
largest.

“We are going to continue
to grow,” Weiss said. “The
boys and girls love it and the
parents love it.”

Registration for this year’s
Summer  Youth  Writing
Project is required before
Wednesday, June 1. For more
information, call 436-3089.
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Summer writing program grows

beyond its West Chester U. base

By Gloria A. Hoffner
INQUIRER CORRESPONDENT

Budding Maya Angelous, future Ar-
thur C. Clarkes, and children who
just love to read and write have been
attending the Pennsylvania Writing
Project summer program for 10
years.

Traditionally held on the campus
of West Chester University, the sum-
mer program this year will also be
offered at seven off-campus locations
in Chester, Delaware, Montgomery
and Bucks Counties.

“We don't expect many people to
travel more than a 40-minute drive
for an afternoon program,” said proj-
ect director Bob Weiss. “Going into
school districts will give more stu-
dents access.”

Designed for students in first
through 12th grades, the project of-
fers a non-school setting for children
to explore writing and reading. From
its first summer in 1985, when there
were 52 students, the program's en-
rollment grew to 400 last summer
and could reach 700 this summer,
Weiss said.

“It’s an education enhancement for
children who want to be part of it.
We have as our goal that the chil-
dren who leave here will see them-
selves as improved writers,” he said.

The -program, which has one
teacher . for every 13 students, will
operate weekly, from June 26
through Aug. 18, at West Chester
University, and during July at
schools in Bucks, Chester, Delaware
and Montgomery Counties. Children

in any public or private school or
who are being home schooled may
attend the program at any site.

Students may select a Young Read-
ers, Young Writers or combination
session, and may also choose a Young
Writers session that includes com-
posing on a computer keyboard.

The West Chester campus sessions
will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. The
sessions held in local school districts
will be from 9 am. to noon.

Cost ranges from $90

ers will also be published and dis-
tributed locally in a small quantity of
paperbacks, Weiss said.

On Oct. 7, he said, all participating
students will be invited to West
Chester University for a Writing Fes-
tival, where students will have an
opportunity to celebrate their collec-
tive work and meet a professional
writer. The satellite sites are as fol-
lows: :

e In Chester County, Kennett Middle

School, Kennett Square,

to $195, Weiss said, and ' T and Reeceville Elemen-
$80 scholarships are ll a non " tary School, Coates-
?gx?islgl?é?é;%?pd:;g]]jjf: school settmg, :nlf'DeIawar County

- = e )
tions is May 19. children E.T. Richardson School,
hglggi%gf celi.f':s];, \%giesg e“hance the.“' Epfnmégfllgbounty, Un-
said, students are free lOV@ Of reading ami Middle School,
to read and create with- HH Chalfont, and Maple
out the restrictions of aNd Writing. Point Middle School,
schedule bells or report Langhorne. ,
cards. e In Montgomery County, Simmons

The majority of students are in
third through eighth grades, and
their writing interests range ‘from
essays to fables and science fiction to
shape poems. :

Instructed in various forms rather
than just journal writing, students
will write plays and mini-book re-
views, Weiss said.

This year, the best of the mini-book
reviews written by. Young Readers
will be published on book markers
and distributed to bookstores and
schools within the four counties par-
ticipating in the project, he said.

Original works of the Young Writ-

Elementary School, Ambler, and Up-
per Moreland Middle School, Hat-
boro.

For More Information

B An open house for those
interested in the West Chester
campus program is scheduled
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. May 2 in
the Schmucker Amphitheater.
Parents interested in the other
sites may call 610-436-3089.
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Education

By Ginny O’Neil

Five Downingtown Area stu-
dents will be honored by the
Pennsylvania Writing Project
(PAWP) for their contributions
while attending the Writing
) | Project’s two-week youth programs
K ‘lbobert.Wmss from the Pennsylvania Writing Project presents | lastJ summer. Chosepn g_‘\;fel'e
\‘\r? 1 Hills second grader with an award for a poem she wrote in | Antonietta D’Urso, a" first grader
\ sver the summer while her principal looks on. | from West Bradford Elementary
3 ' / ] ! { School; Emma Russell, a second
el | grader from Uwchlan Hills
’ ! Elementary School; Stephanie
Kasuska, a third grader from
Brandywine-Wallace Elementary
School; Laura Leonard, a fifth
grader from Beaver Creek
Elementary School; and Anthony
Yannella, a third grader from
7 Brandywine-Wallace Elementary
: School.
f : ; Their pieces were chosen as the
best in their class, and appear in the
annual PAWP youth publication
“Writing Takes You Everywhere.”
This 157-page book contains works
from writing and art award winners
as well as a collection of book
reviews.

S

L4

5 students aWafded
for writing projects

The five students were first
honored by the Writing Project at |
its annual Fall Festival. They were |
given a journal and a personal copy
of “Writing Takes You
Everywhere”

The Director of the
Pennsylvania Writing Project, Dr.
Robert Weiss, visits the schools of
each of the award winners and pre-
sents them with a copy of “Writing
Takes You Everywhere” that the
student signs and donates to the
school library.

The Pennsylvania Writing
Project is entering its 13th year of
summer programs. These pro-
grams were started at West Chester |
University in 1984, and in recent
years have branched out to 13 other
locations throughout Berks, Bucks, |
Chester, Delaware, and
Montgomery Counties.

Last summer, more than 65 stu-
dents from the Downingtown Area
School District participated in these
programs, both at the West Chester
University campus and at satellite
locations.
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TCC

become a bresn Air co-chaurper-

son, encouraging others to take
part in the program.

After her appeal for host
families at the MOMS Club
(Moms Offering Moms Support)
of Chester Springs, Deborah
Kaplan and her husband, Erik.
Anderson, also agreed to host a
child, Precious Brown, a resi-
dent of Brooklyn, New York. -

Both 9-year-old girls. are
escaping the city heat and enjoy-
ing a two-week vacation: with

their Chester Springs families:as.

part -of ‘thé’Fresh Air Fund:pro-

-} gram, 2 non-profit .agency:pro=.
«viding free summer-vacationsito | - -

needy inner-city youngsters.,.
- Over:10,000 Fresh. Airkchil-
d:en “boys and - girls “dge -18;

are placed every summer=in-

approxunately 300 “Friendly
Towns” . across = the - United
States. Over 60 percent of .all
children, according to the orga-
nization, are invited back to the
same farnilies year after year.

Since their arrival from New.

York, the girls have enjoyed the
Kimberton Fair,

swmm:lmg and shopping.

- Students I?erfect Readlng; e

_ by Francine Sufopko_
still in school. #And,

ven though it is the
middie of summer, a

they actually want to be there.
About 35 students from the

Writing S
group of students are
Coatesville Area School District

(CASD) are studying reading:
and writing as part of the Ydung |

Writers/Y oung Readers program

held by West Chester Universi--

ty’s Pennsylvama Wnttngl?rc»

- ject.

Students in the tw0~Week
program, being held for the]::,ﬂﬁr :
time at Coatesville Area Inter-

mediate High School, are partic--
ipating in .a variety of tasks:

including writing poetry=.and
perfectmg their editing and J:ead—
ing skills. :

Young Writers/Young Read--

ers is an outreach program of
West Chester University’s’.17-
year-old Pennsylvania Writing
Project, which operates a series
of youth enrichment programs at
14 locations in Berks, Bucks,
Chester Delaware and Mont-
gomery counties.  The work-
shops are modeled after -the
summer writing programs “held
on the university campus for the

attended: :a.
Fresh Air picnic in. Ephrata and”
-picked raspberries.
.families have. also. en}oyed sum--
mer outings together mcludmg

-try Jife..
" their ‘surnmers. are usua]ly spent at

The two.{-the:l6cal pool or running through

,pastllyears LYY
Each class is mdxv:dually

“from.”

busy with ber “adopied” rapuly-

including the couple’s daughter,
Samantha.

“Precious - and Samantha get :

along beautifully,” Kaplan said:
“They are devoted to each other.
They play together and hug each
other all day.”

Brown has also been given the
opportunity to Ieam about’ fa‘ﬁn
animals. :

My ne1ghbor has goats a.nd
chickens ‘so. Precious has, been
helping- to-t:ollect the eggs- and
feed the goats,?Kaplan said. “On

' rainy-days wé do’ crafts or work on
- our memory’ "bool ©o

.The; women. _pomted out J.hat .
taiung part in.the Fresh Air pro- |

gt -iS ot only- “beneficial to the
isiting - youngsters, but allows

- children in' the host families to'be

exposed to different cultures and
to have-new playmates.

“It's been a réwarding, pos1—
tive experience,” Kaplan said. It

-is.an adjustment at first, but for the”

most part, it’s been great.”
Likewise, the young visitors

are-also enjoying living the coun-

At home in New York

s,pnnklers on hot nights. ¥
‘,I the gomg places,” Brown

7 Continued on page 7

developed by the teacher, who has
been trained by the Pennsylvama
Writing Project..

Sue thzgerald one of.the pro—
gram’s instructors, is the site coor-

* dinator at Coatesvﬂle and a CASD g

teacher

+*This is° the third year that the
progra.m is- being~"héld in
Coatesville,” -she said, “and. the
first. time at the Coateswlle tmter-'
mediate ¢hool. e

“Our-students are involved in |’
both reading and writing, so we |

allow them to explore literature.

~Weé use'literature-a5.a springboard |

-for then; to do wntmv actlvmes

She noted that ali students are
invited to-participate in the annual
-program.

“Brochures g0 out to alI the’ |
: she |
noted. “We rely a lot on pérents '
and children who have been to the:

children .in Coatesville,”

program before and word of

mouth, . We hire.teachers accord- |-

ing to the number of students who

sign up, although our teachers ||

must be trained by the wntmg pro-
ject.”
Continued on page 4

‘be .able to teil

Lyla Jai Smith of Queens, New, York and Precious Brown of: Brookiyn, Ne

th .two Chester Springs families aspart of t

e seated "Brown, Heidi.Drauschak, Samanth
| d

enjoy a two-week vacation
(eft to nght) at‘e' front

Prlncess, Malds And A

‘by-Francine Stropko
elissa (Missy). Wertz,
daughter of Jim and
‘Marjorie - - Wertz  of
Phoenixville, - was

recently.crowned the 1997 Chester

CountyDairy. Princess at a coro-

“nation held at: Coventryvﬂle Umt—f '
ed Mettiodist-Cllurch. = =~ .

ko mﬂes

fall and_is asked the.

did you do this summer?,” she w:]I
not give the usualanswex:.— T

America, located oy

Talbert family of C
Talbert. _

.also crowned at’the event, ar

farinin g :through-her; grandmothe

_with..Eric .and . Patti . Talbert..c
typlcal—quesuon; ‘What_

’ Assocmhon

Connect:lcut, places forelgn st

ter Sprmgs hosted a Spamsh stu enttlus sun
Intercultural Assoctatmn Shown (left to nght} are Eric and Eva Talbert,

dairy farmers and promote. mxl
products to consimers, Wertz wa
crowned at the ceremony by Lis
Fitch, the Pennsylvama Aitemat
Dairy Princess. . ..

The princess and Dan'y Maxdﬁ

Tequired'to. hve orwork ona dair

who- hves.zo ’Damvlew Farm i

“from her home 1n Honda]
TiviasBpains o eiT s
"#*This summer, Josune re51de

-Chester Springs and their childrer
Evan, 4, and Eva, 3, as part of th
Across The World Iutercultur

“Thenon-profit’ group, based i




teaches

BY HEATHER GOODMAN
Correspondent

All school year long students
wait for these precious summer
' months, when they can run free of
the watchful eyes of teachers. Yet
there are some students who enjoy
the classroom, and that's where
they can still be found, even in
July and August.

West Chester University is
hosting its 10th Annual Summer
Youth Writing Project sponsored
by the Pennsylvania Writing Pro-
ject for students from kinder-
garten to 12th grade. The project
if macl!;e up of three sessmnj uvlvhlch

ave been running since y 11
and will continue through August
19, and includes special seminars
such as Writing and Acting and
Writing for the College Admission
Essay.

The program’s main goals are
to teach writing with freedom and
creativity. The curriculum is de-
termined by the teachers.

* Each classroom tackles differ-

ent assignments. In one room stu-
deénts work on things they would
like to be extinct.
*' Another class makes wanted
posters for themselves offering re-
wards for crimes they committed,
such as candy snatcher. Another
class suggests words they like be-
cause of the way they sound.

Seidel, a middle school science
teacher in the Upper Darby School
District, first came to the project
three years ago as a teacher. He
explained that in order for tea-
chers to take part in the seminars
they must be certified and go
through a five-week training pe-
riod for eight hours a day. Once
this training has been completed
they may be chosen to teach with
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Summer writing project
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freedom, creativity

the youth project.

Some teachers have as long as
an hour drive to get to West Ches-
ter. Cynthia Muse, who teaches in
Philadelphia during the school
year, says she doesn’t mind.

Muse speaks passionately
about the writing project and the
freedom that exists in the class-
room. One of her recent classes

‘They are kids
who love fo do
what the feachers
want fo do.’

Bruce Seidel
Program Director

spent the day writing persuasively
about the things they wanted to
change. Students wrote about the
need to stop pollution and the de-
pletion of the ozone layer as well
as making it illegal to smoke.

Seidel cites many reasons why
teachers want to be a part of the
project.

“The classes are small (no
larger than 13), we have nice fa-
cilities, all the supplies they need,
total academic freedom, and it's
good pay,” he said.

Seidel also reasons that the
participating students “love to
write ... They are kids who love to
do what the teachers want to do.”

All of the instructors teach dif-
ferent subject matter.

“Our whole philosophy is that
a science teacher or a math tea-
cher can also be a writing tea-
cher,” said Seidel, who believes
this idea is consistent with new
educational beliefs that all sub-
jects should overlap and draw from
one another.

There are currently 385 stu-
dents signed up for the summer
sessions, by far the largest number
the program has ever enrolled.
The students work with all forms
of writing including fiction, non-
fiction, poetry, and scripting.

Seidel noted that the same stu-
dents will come back year after
year, as well as attend more than
one session a year. He gives most
of the credit for the success of the
program to the instructors.

“It is the teachers,” he says.
“We have a solid number of hours,
individual reports and a published
anthology. Publishing kids early
gets them turned on to writing.
But the strongest asset is the tea-
chers.”

Seidel plans to go one step

farther this year with the publica-

tion of an anthology featuring
work from each student involved
in the program. He hopes to dis-
tribute copies to the schools the
students attend.

But the most important critics
are the students. Erin Berg, 8,
spoke about her class with a huge
smile.

For more information about
the Summer Youth Writing Project
call 436-3089.




Heather Goodman

' LINDSEY VARNEY, 11, receives helpful advice on her work from .Gloric Wiliams, a teacher in the
' Chichester School District, during the Youth Writing Project at West Chester University.



Young
writers

The Summer Youth Writing Project is turnmg
out blossoming scribes who may be the
Dickens or Dickenson of tommorow

By JUDITH CAPAR
Staff Writer
" efore Abigail Glaum-

Lathbury puts pencil '

to paper, she already
has a vision of what
she’ll write.

Her mother recalled one
recent night when Abigail, lying

to recite a poem.
Shecalled it “Fairy Night,”

_inspired by watching lightning

bugs at a friend’s house.
“It was so beautiful it brought

| tears to my eyes,” said Linda

Glaum. “It was incredible. I
said, ‘Did you write this down
yet? She said, ‘No, but it's
etched in my brain.’ ”

Abigail, a student at West
Chester Friends School, is only
9 years old, but has often talked
about being a writer.

“That poem more than
anything made me realize that
she had a lot going on for her,”
said her mother. “That poem
specifically made me realize
that I didn’t even understand
what all was going on.”

Glaum said she and her
husband, Woody Lathbury, try
to encourage Abigail and her
sister, Elizabeth, 12, in their
interests. ;

in bed in the darkness, started |

So this July, Abigail honed
her writing skills at the

Summer Youth Writing Project,

which marked its ninth .
anniversary at West Chester”
University.

In all, 316 students from first
through 12th g'rade enrolled for
two-week sessions, held three
‘hours each day.

The regular sessions, which
included a computer option,
concluded last month.

Two special classes — Writing
and Acting, for-11- to 13-year-
olds, and Writing the College
Admission Essay, for high

- school seniors — are wrapping

- up the project this month.
Generally, the children who
come to the summer camp —

- like Abigail — are already
motivated to work and grow as
writers.

Books and reading are

important aspects of their lives,

and the older students often
write for their schools’
publications.

“It’s refreshing,” said Craig
Fenimore, a middle-school
English teacher in the West
Chester Area School District
who has taught in the summer
program for six years.

“Most of these young people
like to be here and are full of
enthusiasm. They’'d have to be if
they are willing to g1ve up two
weeks of their summer.”

Why send a child to wntlng
camp? Parents attending a
session-ending gallery of the
children’s wutmg had a variety
of reasons.

For kids like Abigail, the
workshop was a chance to
nurture a talent that was
already there.

Other parents viewed the
camp as a natural extension and
reinforcement of their child’s
interest in readjng.

The older children had their
own reasons for wanting to
participate. Some saw writing
as a way to express their
feelings. Others thought the
practice would help them in
college.

But parents and children had
one thing in commeon: Both said
the camp was fun.

. “We had talked to people last
. year whose children had done it,

and umformly got positive
reviews,” said Diana Snyder of |
East Bradford. “I thought, well,
let’s give it a try.”
She was not disappointed.
Eight-year-old Kenzie, a
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For Kevin Brochet, 12, who
attends St.-Joseph's School in
Aston, the enjoyable part of
writing is being “able to have the

| story go wherever you want it to,
~ and be in control.”

Abigail said she often uses
writing to work through her
feelings.

“Sometimes if I'm sad, I write

poetry because it calms me down,”

| she said during a break in hFr

sesgion. “When I write, I get a
' vision. I see it in my head.
. “You just close your eyes,” she
said, squeezing her eyes shut. “Or
" -you don’t even have to close your
| eves. The first thing that comes to
“mind you write it down.”

| Getting at:udenta to write more
and better is the mission of The
Pennsylvania Writing Project
(PAWP), which sponsors the
Summer Youth Writing Project.
In 1979, WCU became the first
site in the state for the National
| Writing Project, under the
_ direction of Bob Weiss, professor of
| English at WCU.
" The Summer Youth Writing
' Project is just one of many
writing-centered programs offered
by PAWP, whose main focus is
training teachers to teach other
teachers about writing and how to
incorporate it in the classrooms.
The youth program uses a
positive approach to developing
| students’ writing at all age levels.
There are no tests, no grades, no

assignments the students have to
= ;

: Fosf.enng enthusiasm for writing
is the project’s first goal.

Staff photos by Ly McDevin -~ We want them to learn to enjoy

Left: Bruce Seidel (Ieﬁ), director of the Summer Youth Writing Project “Writing,” Seidel said. “We feel that
| at West Chester University, looks at a display of sludems' work with ~ With any learning, if there’s
'Matthew Dowdy, a project participant. Abigml Gloym- motivation and a desire, they're
Luﬂ1bury, 9, was one of 316 students who enrolled in the sossnons.  going to work harder to get better
atit.

- DALY LocAr NeEWs
}w% 22,1993

“SBecondly, we want to teach
t.hem as much about the writing
| process as we can and try to
expose them to different types of
writing.”

What the project offers children
is plenty of opportunities to write,
and all of its associated activities
— brainstorming, revising, sharing

Seidel zaid the process is
essentially the same regardless of
the uge of the child; the dlﬂ'erenoe

is in t.heu' skill level
There is no set curriculum. Each
teacher, trained through PAWP's

" Summer Institute, prepares his or

her own lesson plans — which
they must change from year to
year for two reasons.

“We have a number of repeating
children — students who have
been here five and six summers,”
Seidel said.

In the first session this summer,
22 of 53 children lmd attended
before.

“The other part of the
philosophy is that we want our
teachers trying to find better ways

to teach things, trying to get

different types of writing out of the
kids,” Seidel said.

Fenimore, for example, had his -
junior and senior high school
students try their hands at

everything from a triolet, an
eight-line 13th-century French
poem, to a newspaper interview.
Dovwnstairs, meanwhile, Pam
Kernen-Howard taped headlines

she had clipped from

_supermarket tabloids to the
| blackboard for her class of third-
and fourth-graders.
“They’re prompts,” she said of
. teasers like, “Which way do
. your eyes face while you sleep?” .




“I use five otlim six adday and
| hopefully, by end, everyone:
| will have found something,” said
| Kernen-Howard, a first-grade
teacher in the Avon Grove
School District. “Others are

reully self- motwnted vmtera
They're really very creative.”
Instructors of the youngest
' children, those going into first
" and second grade, said their
. objective was to foster ideas.

| “The most important thing for
{this age group is for them to use
|then imagination to create
stories and to look upon writing
‘as fun, rather than a drudge,”
|smd Bernadette Fenning..

She said her group of mostly
second-graders was well-read,
unpretentious and creative.

| “These kids love writing. They
get right to it,” she said. “It

| doesn’t matter if it makes sense. -

They're being imaginative.

. “In high school,” not.ed
| Fenning, who heads the English’
Department at Archbishop
-Carroll High School,
“adolescents are afraid to say *
| too much. These kids don't care.

( They_say what they feel like

saying.”

The staff of the Summer
Writing Project tries to sustain
the students’ enthusiasm long
i after the children have left.

At the close of each session,

' the students select their favorite

P’—enoughtoﬁllnpnga
— for publication in a book -
fhefﬂmeewemthemmlmt.he

“Eve!yhdmtatolmve
their work in a book,” said -
Seidel. “Weremﬁ:metha‘.‘by

| telling them their work is going

fobeseenandmdbyalgtof
people.”

Along with the compilation of
' all the children’s work, parents
| receive an individual repurt on
their child’s progress, Seuhl
said.

=‘J £

Each year, the children are .
also invited to a fall reunion; -
and can bring a friend who
didn’t attend camp. ;

Omne almost-second-grader
said she couldn’t wait to return.
Part of what made the program
fun for her was its location. -

She boasted: “When I go back
to school in the fall, 'm going to
tell my fnends 1 went to eullege
this summer.” ’

PREN. L By

For more information on the
Summer Youth Wrmng Prq;ect
call 436-3089.

i

On a hill,

pond,
And a field.

On that very field,

An overwhelming sound,
OF the fairy dance,

For all the babies that,

Were born,
Their first ery,

FAIRY NIGHT

' On a summer mght

Lies a little house and a

emotion,

Exploding with joy,
And happiness,

The fairies are dressed,
in their finest clothing,
Looking like.1,000
Candles being lit,

And blown out.

That is the Night of the
Fairies.

Abigail Glaum-

Shattered into 100 pieces,

And all those 100 pieces,

Are the fairies that dance
 tonight,

Emerging from the

heavens,

To show feelings of

Lathbury, 9

AND
JUST[CEFORALL" ;

“With liberty and Juszwe

“With our efforts, the ﬂug
shall never fall’”

“with liberty and justice
for all,”

“we’ll be heroes; our .
pictures hung on a wall!”
“Well crush their forees.at»
the shore!”

“With liberty and justice

_for all,”

cried the general as they
went to war. ]

¢ A triolet
Kevin Brochet, 12 h




"Amqisye yoae j0u

PITIOYS SJUTRISUOO [E10UET 1B pue

Ajoyeredss pajenreas st uonemys
8, UBWIOM [OB? JET) Pres oy . 'uomn
-epodsuen 1oy 1deoxe Surpue
Aed 3,upip,, oys ‘oseo 1oq ur JET
pandaroureg-enren oo1qa3pay
1 owmn 3Jurpuads jo 3509
[EIOUEUl 9y NOqe PRN[SE TIYM
“I)um 9Anadsoxd a1 10 Jsareyur
Jo seare ogroads Juire; e
-op suoneorgnd josapn
paigjjo pue ‘sdnoid
S IOILIM Ul SOA[3S
-~WSY) 9AJOAUT 0} SI9
-usy 12y pademod
-U3 OIlreg-eloIen)

“1Banal 2y 18 Ae)s
1oy 3uLmp emdjape[mq ur
K01STH yor[g LM Smresp
[2A0T 129 jo saFed pood -
saged Ayy,, Sunum 19q 03 sayn
~qUNE 39S 10J0E] © ‘INLIM Jopaq

B 300 ew A[UO Wed WISHUO

| 1d200e 03 paredaid 3uraq ey yurod
o paziseqdwa 24§ “[oA0u 197 JO
uIpno o Wt 3Fweyd a(dwo,,
€ 0} PANQIRUOD ‘ISUUIP J& UoISsnd
-SIP ¥} pawre[d ouIeg-elren
"98en00 8, uBWOM [Ied

0} JY3noIq sem gounj o[mm ‘Sur
-WIOW ULMO[[0} 9y J0J paINgLYy
-STP 2IoM S[ELISTRUI ISEJ3{Ealq S
[OTqM 1€ ‘1oUuIp 1oy Sem ‘pres onreg
-EI0IRD) ‘Ia3a30} ow sadey
=100 [ENPIAIp

"Sunum 19y uodn aren

-H32102 PMOJ 9YS YoM ur 2397ds

-oune we ut ‘spnrjos ojut [uas,,

PMmod 2uo axaym aoe[d € se sofe)
=100 3 jo ejods owreg-eroren

"001q33pay e 9J1] Sur

-Kenod ‘oureg-eoren) Aq umons

adejoopia & y3nomp pasiojuiar

o) aumy Ao ayy

"1e3maI oY) e Ae)s 1ot
Suump A1 soumaewos pnom pue
« YgB1[uoOwW 37 13pun sreryLirds 0y
US)SI],, PINOM Ys MOy JO P[0} 24§

SEMm oFessoul SIyJ ,°'sq ued

Aoy s1yum o[qrssod jsaq

91},, 9q PUE SIA[ISWIY

JIUIWIOD TIWOM 3T}

. JEU} ST PYsE ST

Z 12 [re ‘ponpoxd

=~ - & pus Kressasou e
.\\\ 100 SI TOREITqNg

. “Sunum 03 pajoasp

3Ie OUM  SPUNOI3}IRq

[EIM3[NO [[6 WoIj pue sade

[€ JO,, UaWoMm 0} pajeao[e

ore ‘oLueg-eIoIRD) paurejdxa
‘sa3eno)) o) 1B SeouIpISIY

"UOJ3UTYSE |\ UT puels]

Aaqpryp o payeso] “§001qadpay

1e sadeno) ag 03 19 Yoo} junds

SNOIMJUSAPE §,OLLIEg-BIOTED)

« 9]3un( o ySnory ‘0)43s wezre],

‘BmBums,, se [jom se , ‘s0ued pue

[3107 Buneoy,, ® uo uoZEUrY Ay

3uieaen jo 2ousuadxas jears,,

9 JO P[0} ays ‘axmda 1oy uj
dim ssoxd,|
® UO JOPENOF 0} JU3S Sem OLIeg
-eren ‘odendue] ysrueds o ur
asnuadxe 19 pue ‘BouewWy e
ur saouauadxa 19y Jo asneoag
« WY 10 Aoy
-qnd,, swesws yomm ‘pres ays, ‘spod
-X3 0} &) 03 323 noj,, ‘oureg
-eroreny pourejdxs  ‘our jsereyur
veq) s3urgy oy JjesAwr Jumeonpa
Jo fem e swodaq sey Sumup,,
‘Spunoid
UBdLIDWY-UBdIY 10 SNOIJi[al
U0 P3JeINpPa ULIP[IYD JIAY) IATY 0}
sagsim  sjuared jo sreme auresaq
OS[e oYS 'sso] dumreay Arerodurs)
€ WOI PaIajns p[rgo Umo asogm
‘olueg-eIoOIRn 0) 1S2I3)UT [EUOS
-12d jo a19m so1doy 9say) Jo mog
«'3U1[00Tds WOy, Jnoqe
S[ONIE U [IIM ‘2IUaSS 5 U PUE ‘SSO[
uwreay pIryo jo 302(qns ayy uo ‘ren
-mol fearpawre wr poystiqnd sajonre
PEY 9Ys 3e1) UOTYSEy ST} UT Sem j]
“1eyeul 103[qns ogroads e w
PRjsalaiul 3q 03 A[OXI] ST OGM JaySI|
-qnd ® 03 ,59ds wo ayum,, 03 20U9
~Tpne 19y p3SIAPE OUIeq-BloTen
"98e)LIaY WeILy Y uow

~WO0J € 0) 2INJ[N0 UBOLIAWY Ume]
duneiyye dINE U M 20uss
-5 wt paystjqnd Apuanbasgns sem
9Ys . ‘210P{[0J 9B, , INOqE PouIEa]
9US 2IdYM ‘SILUNOD UEILIAWY
une] Juryeads-gsiuedg agio
[EI9A3S PUE BQN) 0} JISIA B 19y
‘Pres 2ys , ‘woorgyeq Awi 1oded
03 sdys wonoafar ydnous pey |,
‘paystiqnd
sspnre 018, Sutaey g3norg Sur
-JIM dUe[2aL 01U 103, 3YS Pres
9YS "91E}s UOIFUTYSE | T SISjLLmM
USWOM JOJ Je9N2l ® j001qadpay
1 sodeno) je Aeis 1ay pue
I9UM 20UR[-32) © SE saousuadya
MO 131 PauINe OLLIEg-BIOIEr)
*KI19]
-[e3 e worun) sojAg ur Aepsang,
S| SOILIM UDWOM 2IagM,, UO
Pam3a3] oym ‘NOAM 18 sadenSue|
u3ra10j Jo 10ssayo1d ‘oLLreg-RIOTRD)
uuo) ‘I 03 3urprodde ‘fen
-udjod 1oy dojaaap 0y 1opo ur 3j1)
Aep wopow yo samssaid sy woy
adedsa 03 pesu s1ojuM wawION

423vuvpy woyonposg
Apeig maipuy Ag

$S9.1)S A[Tep woay odedsd SId)LIM UIWOA,

€ €661 ‘€7 Auvnugdj ‘Avasan]




Remember

hrinking resources and in-
tense competition have
forced some corporations to
cut SUpport to community
organizations. But others
have found ways to make
community involvement an
integral part of their compa-
ny’s marketing strategies.

One company, Mellon PSFS, in-
troduced its Focus on Learning pro-
gram in January 1992 as a specific
response to the bank’s retail market-
ing russion. “A key objective was to
maintain a local identity for the
Mellon PSFS branch network,” says
marketing director Melinda Lovern.
“We chose to focus our efforts on
education and sports. Focus on
Learning is the umbrella for all of
our education-related programs.”

One of these programs is Express
Yourself, a school-based essay con-
test. The program has reached over
500 schools and more than 10,000
voungsters. Topics have ranged from
why learning is important to endan-
gered species. The topic, violence in
the community, generated some
1,700 entries and gave birth to a
new initiative, Stop the Violence
Starts with ME!, which asks students
to pledge to do their part to stop vio-
lence. “Our goal,” says Lovern, “is
to collecr 50,000 signatures.”

The program has been supported
by public-service TV announce-
ments and public rallies, including
one recently at the LOVE sculpture
ar JEK Plaza. *This program,” says
Lovern, “has given the community
something to latch onto.”

ANOTHER COMPANY  WHOSE
strategy stresses education is Apple
Computer, which has made grants
to schools in the Delaware Valley.

A grant from Apple, for instance,
is helping South Philadelphia High
keep students in school. “We're
competing with the streets,” says
Tina Petron, head of the schools

science department. “These kids
could be making $200 a day as
lookouts for drug dealers. We need-
ed an edge to keep them in the class-
room, and we've got it now through
our Apple computers.”

Apple Computers are being used
to breathe new life into the study of
biology. Students grow plants, keep-
ing track of their growth and check-
ing soil pH and moisture using their
computers, which are linked to soil
probes in the school’s greenhouse,
Other software enables students to
“peer” into a lake in Oregon to learn
about the food chain and interrela-
tionships between species of fish.

In the Tredyffrin-Easttown School
District, Conestoga High Schoo! was
a recent recipient of an Apple Li-
brary of Tomorrow grant, which
Conestoga used to build a technolo-
gy training and update center.

The grants have, in effect, put stu-
dents behind the wheel of a vehicle
much more powerful than any old
internal combustion engine. [ |

At

Many cones ahle to

students benefft from corporate invelvement in their school through

ABOUT THE COMMUNITY

How some
companies

make community
involvement part
of their marketing
strategies.

By BRUCE ROSNER

i - i
include community invelvement in their cm'n(aratmateaas.ﬂau,_
‘Malion PSFS's Exprass.

Yourself ussay ceniest. Apple Computers aiso helps Jocal schools with grants and eqiipiitent.
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4 - - COMMUNITY COURIER - Downingtown, Exton Edition — August 3, 1994

10™ Annual Youth Writing Projeci
at West Chester University '

An aftemoon experience
to enhance wiiting

Regular & Computer Sesslons
for Youngsters in Grades 1-12

Four Sessions
June 27-July 8, 1994 - computer session only
July 11-22, 1994 - computer session full
July 25-August 5, 1994 - computer session full
August 8-19, 1994 - both sessions open
“Instructors are noted teachers of the
Pennsylvania Writing Project

* Students experience all phases of
writing process in a close, supportive
atmosphere

* Includes workshops with published authors
REGISTER BY JUNE 1, 1994

SPACE IS LMITED
for registration information call

436-3089 — 7
OPEN HOUSE APRIL 19 - ,

" University

i West Chester .

Students Attend Writing
Project

Thirty-seven  students
from the Downingtown
School District and 15
Coatesville stwdents are
among the almost 400
participants in the annual
summer Youth Writing Pro-
ject held at West Chester
University’s campus in July
and August.

- Run by the Pennsyl- .

vania Writing  Project
(PAWP), a
recognized staff develop-
ment program for area
teachers, the Youth Wrifing
Project encourages
participants to work, leam,
share and grow as writers.
The students experience all
phases of the writing pro-
cess, including publication.

The young writers spend
their afternoons for two
weeks composing and revis-
ing memoirs, articles,

nationally -

poems, letters, plays and
stories under the guidance
of PAWP-trained master
teachers and several local
authors. The best of their
writings will be published
in a book to be distributed

o area schools and librar-

ies.

PAWP’s summer youth
programs, now in their 10th
year, have been noted in the
Congressional Record and
cited for excellence by the
National Writing Project.

For more information,
contact the Youth Writing
Program at 436-3089.

L e

s Fill Our New: er
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Enjoy Reading — The
News Stories That

Involve You And Your
Family And Friends
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Staff phota by Bill Lyons
Reeceville Elemen mer Youth Writing Project sessions
ot West Chester i iletti, ; il, Jeff Emmons and
dennifer King. The students eir spots in the session by winning a writing contest sponsored by the

PTA of the school in Coatesville. Winner Megan Haines is not in the picture,




As Principal Richard Orth (right) looks on, Pennsylvania Writing Project of the Brandywine
Wallace Elementary School third-graders Stephanie Kasuska and Anthony Yannella with a
copy of “Writing Takes You Everywhere,” the annual collection of the best work of students
in the Writing Project’s Summer Youth Programs. The anthology includes the students’original
stories, and was donated to the school library in their names.

| o




Kathleen Orlick, 7, works on a sto

Staff pholo by Bill Lyons

Monday as part of the Pennsylvania Young Writers Project,

locally sponsored by West Chesterr{Jniversity, at Reeceville Elementary School in Coatesville.

The wirite stuff »» e/ #:

Summer young writers project develops locél talent

By CAROLINE BURNS
Staff Writer

Sometimes it's easy and somie-
times it's hard, but Kathleen Or-
lik says she likes to start the
same way each time. ,

“First, I like to sit and stare at
something and just think. Then I
Just starl writing.”

Orlik. 7, is among 950 students
participating this summer in the
Pennsylvania Young Writers
Project, which is sponsored here
by West Chester University. The
Ll-year-old program, once held
only at school, expanded this
year to seven other locations in
Chester, Montgomery, Delaware
and Bucks counties.

Orlik has been attending at
Coatesville’'s Reeceville Elemen-
tary School. Monday, she and 13
other students worked with
teacher Rita Rotton and a parent
volunteer in one of two writing
classes there.

Rotton encouraged her stu-
dents, who are between 7 and 10
and attend Coatesville and
Downingtown schools, to write
the details they'd told: her for an
exercise on what they like.

“Christian  Ogen lives in
Coalesville with his mom, dad,
dog Rex and a few dead birds, He
likes to play baseball,” wrote
Ouden. “It’s interesting,” the 8-

year-old said of the exercise, :

The Pennsylvania Writing
Project started in 1980, six years
after ‘the National Writing
Project. Both began as teacher
training classes and expanded to
tinclude students in 1984.

The youth classes, which are
attended by students in grades
one through 12, are funded with
$165 tuitions, $17,000 in federal
funds, $3,000 in state funds and
a $2,500 contract. It cost about
$300,000 to run the program last
‘year,

“T wanted to help motivate her
toward writing and to get more
pleasure out of reading and writ-
ing,” said Mary Cunningham,
whose T-year-old daughter Eliz-
abeth is attending at Reeceville.

“This is a pretty focused group.
Most of them enjoy doing what
they're doing. It's just learning
some new skills, getting some
neat ideas.” .

In all, there are seven other
writing projects run from other
universities in the state. Teach-
ers write their own curriculas,
said Bruce Seidel, the coordi-
nator of youth programs. As
encouraging writing has become
more common in all school sub-
Jects, the summer program is a
chance Lo focus on the discipline,
he said.

“It’s very homey,” he said of the

elementary school sites. Last
year, there was one, where 30
students-attended. -

“We're in the school districts
where the kids go, and the
classrooms are able to be deco-
rated. And this makes the pro-
gram possible for parents who
could not get to the university.”

The school-based programs
have also drawn in parent-
teacher organizations. A parent
group at the Coatesville district
provided scholarships to at least
11 students this year.

Most students — 550 — attend
the program at the college. That's
where Craig Fenimore, a teacher
at West Chester E.N. Peirce Mid-
dle School, has been working this
summer,

Fenimore teaches high school
students in the program, and
said his goal is to keep his classes
lively. S

“Our philosophy has always
been to make it enjoyable. Quite
a number of the students are in-
volved in writing before they
come to us, with magazines, the
year book. Some kids come and
are forced by their parents. We
hope by the end of the two weeks,
they are enjoying it more. But a
good number of our kids come he-
cause they just love to write,” he
said,
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By Denise Breslin Kachin
INQUIRER CORRESPONDENT

WEST GOSHEN — A story is a like a
living thing, breathing and growing,
taking on a life of its own.

That was the message Tololwa W.
Mollel, a Tanzanian storyteller and
author, brought to creative writing
students from East and Henderson
High Schools yesterday.

Speaking to about 50 students at
East, Mollel, now of Edmonton, Al-
berta, spoke about the process and
joy. of writing.

The author of seven children’s
books, Mollel travels throughout the
United States and Canada speaking 1o
students about his craft angd telling
stories to audiences of children and
adults. He will be making other area
appearances through tomorrow.

Mollel relies on the lore and leg-
end of his African background in
bringing his children’s stories to
life. Folktales from other countries
also give him ideas. His latest book,
Big Boy, has its roots in a Haitian
folktale about a boy who gets his
wish 1 be big.

Students sat in rapt attention as he
read Big Boy, using his expressive
voice and hands to bring feeling and
emotion to the story.

But it was his experiences as a
writer that interested the students

and their teachers, Jolene Borgese

from Fast and Martha Hansen from
Henderson.

There was a collective gasp from
the students when Mollel told them
it can take as many as 25 drafts to

Azure Marlowe asked Moilel how
he handled the loneliness of
writing. He said he talks io
himself and takes walks.

arrive at a finished product that he
deems ready for the editor.
Borgese smiled. “Many times,” she
told Mollel, “my students have trou-
ble rewcrking a story one or two
times. I can tell them rewrites are
important, but when someone like
you tells them, it has more impact.”
Henderson junior Azure Marlowe

asked Molle! how he deals with the

loneliness of being a writer. “When
vou're a writer, you are always inside
your own head,” she said. “It's not like
being involved with drama, where
you have others to bounce off ideas.”

“Well, I talk to myseif a lot,” Mo]lel

replied, bringing smiles to many stu- -

dents*faces. “When ideas are hard to
come by, I find taking a walk helps.”

Mollel is an Arusha Masai, who
grew tp on his grandfather’s coffee
farm in the shadow of Mount Kili-
manjaro. He received degrees in lit-
erature and theater from the Univer-
sity of Dar es Salaam in Tanzania and
a master’s degree from the Univer-
sity of Alberta,

He is married, with two sons, ages
13 and 10, “I find my sons are my
toughest critics,” he said with a grin.

Asked whether he uses longhand
or a computer to do his writing,

Mollel said he prefers to compose in |

longhand.

“In'the first drafts, writing is sup- |

posed to be messy and rough,” he
said. “Only after I feel it is ready for
the editor do I putiton my computer.
Then, it looks finished.”

Mollel'’s visit is being sponsored by
the West Chester University (WCU)
Committee of 16, a human relations
group made up of faculty, staff and
students, the WCU English depart-
ment and the state-funded Pennsyl-
vania Writing Project.

Today, Mollel will appear at Philips
Auditorium on the WCU campus, in a
free program geared to preschool

and elementary school children, .

from 9:15 to 11 am.
Tomorrow, the public is being in-

vited to hear Mollel at a free pro- |

gram at the West Chester Commu-
nity Center from 2 to 3:30 pan.
Refreshments will be served. The
center is located at 501 E. Miner St
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101 Dalmatians’

By ERIN GALLAGHER

There is an old saying that
gays a leopard can’t change its
spots, but I learned that a
dalmatian sure can — and this
movie proves it. Everyone ex-
pected “101 Dalmatians” to have
everything similar to the
animated version (except the

fact that the dogs were real). But -

As the movie comes to life, new

and unexpected aspects are .

weaved into the hilarious
storyline. Right from the very be-
ginning, unique surprises are
unraveled, making the “every-
one knows this movie” “101

Dalmatians” into an exciting -

movie that grabs everyone’s at-
tention. This improved the Dis-
ney classic but it has more than
a ‘Disney Twist.” (and that
surprised me!)

I was honestly expecting this
movie to be exactly the same, but
believe me, it was not! It was
even better than the animated
version. The dogs and even the
actors and actresses in this
movie were well-suited for their
parts, especially Glen Close, who
played Cruella DeVil. No one
else could have brought her to
life as cleverly as she. Her “vil-
lain-ish” acting brought strength
to the character of Cruella that
may be a little fearful for young
children. The dogs were
adorable, even in some scenes
where the dogs were developed
from Jim Henson’s creature
shop. People who love cute
dalmatian puppies, or the thrill
of a good classic movie, should
see this exciting film, or pa-
tiently wait for the video release.

£

s

ERIN GALLAGHER

Roving Reviewer

Erin Gallagher is a 7th grader
at Lionville Junior High School.
She has written for the Local
News’ “Young Writers” column
and has attended the West Ches-

ter University Youth Writing
Project for the past four sum-
mers. Keeping her reviews in the

kids’ arena, Erin rates her mouv-
ies with ice-cream scoops instead
of the standards stars.

Ratings Key
®] scoop — Don’t waste your
time or money.
®2 scoops — It's okay if there is
nothing else to see.
®3 scoops — It's good — you
won't be disappointed.
®4 scoops — Go buy your tickets
now!
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i Eye on ‘Babe’

By ERIN GALLAGHER
Special to the Local News |

If you haven't seen “Babe,” try
to go see it. The special effects
were awesome and the story line
was great! :

I think of “Babe” the pig as the
type of person we really need in
the world today. Someone who

treats others

fairly, and
listens to
people withdut
interrupting
them and
telling them
what they are
saying is
stupid. And,
also someonk
who doesn’t

GALLAGHER feel like
others are inferior to them:; _
someone that others can tell «
secrets to, and not be worried
about put-downs concerning their
feelings. I

I liked “Babe” a lot. It was a "
little slow, but it was really
funny. “Babe” is a modern-day |
fable, which taught the Goldena‘-
Rule and not to be prejudiced. ©

What was really interesting fo
me was that most of these |
characters resembled people T |
know in real life. "

If you have seen “Babe” — ga
see it again. I think people of ajl
ages will enjoy this movie. :

Erin Gallagher is a 6th grader
at Shamona Creek Elementary -
School. She has written for the.
Local News’ “Young Writers”
column and has attended the West
Chester University Youth Writipg
Project for the past three summers.
Keeping her reviews completelylin
the kids’ arena, Erin rates her »
movies with ice-cream scoops
instead of the standards stars.

Ratings Key
®1 scoop — Don't waste your tifne
or money. .
o2 scoops — It's okay if there is
nothing else to see. ’
®3 scoops — It’s good — you wen’t
be disappointed. \
84 scoops — Go buy your tickets
now! :

]
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On ‘Gold Diggers: The
secret of Bear Mountain’

. By ERIN GALLAGHER
Special to the Local News

If you like adventures,

suspense, mysteries or legends, go
. to your nearest movie theater and
buy a ticket to see “Gold Diggers:
The Secret of Bear Mountain.” It
is definitely one of the best movies
of the month. y

Two teen-aged girls — one
(Jody) known to be a liar, thief,
and a
troublemaker
— the other
(Beth) who is
smart, pretty,
and popular
— become
friends after
some unusual
events bring
them together.

i Beth realizes

GALLAGHER that Jody is
not so bad — she just has many

J .

-

|, family J)roblems and her behavior

is her defense.

Even with the town against
Jody, she and Beth set out with
one goal in mind — to find the

. gold belonging to the legend of
- Molly Morgan.

X

o They are really tested when
-[ both of them have to fight for

s survival — both in their
adventure and their personal
- lives. Is it possible to save a
, friend, even if it seems the odds
. are against you?
I really liked this movie a lot. It
+ teaches people about how friends
help friends no matter what —
even if it seems impossible to do
50,
This movie was fast-moving and
-exciting. No one would have fallen
asleep and every minute there is

¢

i @ new problem that needs an

- answer. It’s for children over 7
because young children might not
be able to handle the intensity of
some scenes.

Erin Gallagher is a 6th-grader
at Shamona Creek Elementary
School. She has been a Women’s
Community Club of Uwechlan
essay winner and PECO Energy
Women’s History Month essay
winner. She has attended West
Chester University Youth Writing
Project for the past three summers.
for the past three summers. :
Keeping her reviews completely in
the kids’ arena, Erin rates her
movies with ice-cream scoops
instead of the standards stars.

Ratings Key ‘
®1 scoop — Don't waste your time
or money. :
®2 scoops — It’s okay if there is
nothing else to see.
®3 scoops — It's good — you won't
be disappointed. '
®4 scoops — Go buy your tickets
now!

-
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On the ‘First Kid’

By ERIN GALLAGHER

How would you like to be the
most popular and famous kid in
the country? Wouldn’t you love
to be the president’s son or
daughter? Kids all over the
country would love that position.
Everyone, that is, except Luke
Davenport, the “first kid.” Luke
tries to do everything in his
power to see that his father will
not be re-elected. He does not
want another four years of Se-
cret Service bombarding him,
the lack of privacy, and not being
able to see his parents. Luke
can't do anything, he can only be
a agj}:isoner in the White House
walls.

But when Agent Sam Sims is
Jhired to be Luke’s guard, things
change for Luke. He has a little
more space. And finally, Luke

'makes friends. With Agent Sims’
help, can life be somewhat nor-
mal for the “first kid”? Or will it
always be “life in a fishbowl™?

* With this being an election
- year, the orem’ng of this movie
was perfectly timed. It is a really
good film to see. It is very in-

triguing and keeps you involved
in the story. The movie is for all

<10

Student reviews

ERIN GALLAGHER
Roving Reviewer

ages, and the hilarious jokes
make it enjoyable to all people.
This is a great movie, so go to the
nearest theater and see “First
Kid.”

Erin Galh?her is a 7th grader
at Lionville Junior High School.

From her early kindergarten
books (tied together with yarn)
she has progressed to winning
ewards such as Women’s Com-

munity Club of Uwchlan essay
winner, and PECO Energy Wom-
en’s History Month essay winner.

In 1993 she also wrote a story for
the Daily Local “Young Writers’]
column, and she has attended

West Chester University Youth)|
Writing Project for the past sev-
eral summers.

A we .
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Tornado warning:
“T'wister’ is here

“T'wister” has made a whirlwind
rush to theaters everywhere.
Although it is rated PG-13
(mainly
because of
possible
intense scenes
for children
and some bad
language),
older children
and adults
will love this
| movie. This is
: il the first

GALLAGHER weather-
related movie to receive a 4, by
me and other critics.

Billy and Jo, a divorced couple,
are meteorologists (weather :
scientists). Billy invented
“Dorothy,” a machine that goes up
into a tornado and releases little
“balls” that interpret information.
But other scientists copied the
idea and named it DOT 3. Billy,
Jo, and their crew, chase the
Hollywood-generated tornadoes
and try to be the first ones to
successfully release Dorothy and
get information.

So far, they have no such luck.

Dorothy 1, 2 and 3 are blown over -

and fail. Jo now needs to think of
a way to make the final “Dorothy”
work and make it read
information in a tornado.

“Twister” was a fantastic movie!
You never wanted to turn away
from the screen. Digital sound
made the movie come alive.
Although it was great, some
twisters looked fake and
“Hollywood-generated.”

Erin Gallagher is a 7th grader at
Lionville Junior High School. She
has written for the Local News’
“Young Writers” column and has
attended the West Chester Univer-
sity Youth Writing Praject for the
past four summers. Keeping her re-
views in the kids’ arena, Erin rales
her movies with ice-cream Sscoops
instead of the standards stars.

Ratings Key
o] scoop — Don’t waste fime or money.
82 scoops — OK if there’s nothing else to
see.
.83 scoops — Good — you won'f be
disappointed. ;
#4 scoops — Go buy your tickets now!

i
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The following are the winning
writings  from Coatesville Area
School District students partici-
pating in the West Chester Unlvey-
sity_Youth Summer Writing

raject,

The Diri Pila

One day my dad had a truck
come. 11 delivered a dirt pile. The
next day I was veally excited, I got
on my ruined up jeans and a T-
shirt. I went outside to play in my
dirt pile. I plaved race cars with my
jeep and one of my dump trucks.

My friend came down from his
bus and wanted to play in my dirt
pile too. So he went inside
house and he came out all dressed
to play in the dirt pile. He wanted
to build a tunnel that was for “No
Girl's Allowed”. We tried te build it,
but we couldnt because the dirt
kept caving in.

Next we played Minja fighter
with sticks, Then we plaved pirates
and the dirt pile was our pirate
ship, After that we played house
=nd Paul was the dad and [ was the
hrother, Then my Dad had to use
the dirt pile for hiz project of filling
in the hole under the step. 1 fel
kind of upset that Dad was taking
most of the dirt pile because that
dirt pile was really a lot of fun to
play in. The dirt pile was some of
my favorite toys to play with.

Daniel Loschiavo
Kindergarien
First pilace winner

Kingergarien
1 like Kindergaiten
So will you ”
The teacheris fun
3o are you :
Ifs very fun to learn
You wili like it too!
Meogan Echoff
Kindergarten

Becond place winner

s

DALY LOCAL NEWS, West Chester, Pa., Thars. July 20, 1993

Prize by Prize

Today 1 entersd a book contest,
Prn pretry sure T'H lose, Tonight I'm
going to start reading.

Ch, I'm Jessica Brown. You see,

stink at everything. T've never
won anyvthing, but maybe, the
“Loser of the Century.” I don’t
mean to sound greedy, but I weould
like to win once. My little brother
has tons of ribbons and he's not
even m Kindergarten! I'm in sev-.
enth grade too. Anyway, if T win
this book contest, i1l get 2 Blue
Ribbon and $66, but I doubt that's
going to happen,

I don't mean to sound conceited,
one night I had this dream, that |
won evervihing. That's probably in
the distant future. My life would be
ruined if I didn't win anything! You
have to turn in how manyv books
you've read by next Tuesday, Ive
only read nine shott books so far.
Tomorrow Um geoing o start a
chapter book that is called “Away
With The Night.” ’

o 1 only read 100 short books
and 20 chapter books. I spent all
my spare tiee reading. 1 read the
most inmy clase, but 1 don™ know
about my prade. “Jessica Brown,”
said my teacher, “You have worn the
hook contest for your grade.”

13 R H

Yes!,” I sheuted, “1 won.”

You will get your ribbon and 366
ony July 20th,” said my teacher.

On July 20th [ received my prizal
Ever since then I've won prizes' |
may not win everything, but when
Iwin { know if was because 1 did
my beatl”

Michelle Welk
- First Grade
First Place Winner

My Horse Story

Once I was picking a horse out
for my famtly, It was hard because
there was a lot of thern. I picked the
{irst one and took her home.

“This is cur house. How do you
like t7 1 must name you. Is Den
gaed? No, because yowares a girl,
Ut 1 know, Misty. Uh Misty, [ love

Rt

vou. Mondey we will go riding

again.”

Misty and I went on a pony trail.
It was fun. Misty had some water
and an apple,

“Good might Misty. I will alwavs
fove you.”

Lauren Beauchamp
Second Grade
First Plsce Winner

A Trip to the Sky

In the vear 1820, Melissa and 1
found a snowman in my backyard.
We didn’t know who buiit it. “Let’s
kinock it down.” I said. “Don’t knock
me - down.” We looked around for
the person who was making the
snowman talk. “Stephanie and
Melissa, time for lunch,” my mom
called. “But mom,” { said, “there’s a
talking snowman out here and we
have to find out more about it."

“There's nothing out here. Don't
be silly. Come in for lunch”.

After lunch, we weni outside to

talk to the snowman. “How did you

get here,” | asked him. “I traveled .
hack in time,” said the snowman.

“Who made you?' we asked
“Queen Celd. No one can ses me
but vou,” he said, “Cooll Do you
want to come inside? 1 asked.
“0OK,” said the snowman.

We played everything -we could
think of After he went back
outside, I asked my mom if Melissa
could sieep over and she said yes.
When we woke up the next morn-
jng, our SHOWINAan Was gone, But
there was as note in the snow. It
said, “Girls, I forgot to tell you my
name, it's Gizme. I got captured by
King Sun. Please come and save

me. Um in the sky and a big bird

witl come and take you there. They

are trving to push me in the fire.
Please hurry! You will know where
to find me because of the bright
flama.” . »
All of a sudden a hig red bird
came down and we hopped on. We
were theve all day looking for the
flames. ! looked at my watch, it was

¢ 9 at night, bub it wasn't dark. When

we found Gizmo, we found out why
it wasn't dark. King Sun wanted to
be the only one 1n the sky so he tied
up the moon and all the stars. We
dressed up like elouds and rescued
(Gizmo,
Since he was white everyone
thought he was a cloud. )
We jumped on the biy ved bird
and took Gizmo hack to Gueen Cold
and his family. We missed Gizmo,
hut we never had to go to bed again
hecause the moon and stars are
still tied up. So if you ever find a
snowman i your back yard and
you did net build i, den’t be
surprised if any time soon you take
a trip to the shy.
Stephanie Lyon
Third Grade
Tirst place winner




An Aqeihr}&qagzv pf Poems
About the Rainforest
1 \NNS are vicious
Pandas are cule
(Hraffes eut tree leaves
And parrots et fiuit,
Parrots eat {ruil sects
Panclis cat bunboo
Lions eat raw meat

And Cheetahs do too,

About the Jungle...

Zebras have hlack stripes
Giraffes haye e spots,

And with these for camouflage
Thev're really got the hots.
Panthers and Jaguars

Tigers and more,

If you live in the Jungle

One s“Ohln come knocking

At your door.

About the Geean |,
Seawred, Seawead
You're some shade of green,
Seaw ovd Seaweed
You're slippery it seems,
beaweed, seaweed,
What a wonder{ul thing,
Seaweed, seaweed
Product of being.
Dolphins eat fishies,
Sharks will eal seals
it vou ever ,un diving
be careful of cols.
Jessien Jaucetie
Fourth Grade
Pirst Place Winner

The Attie
[ heard a creak, I heard a crack,
Up in the attic way in hack.
[ sat there and wonderad what it
WS,
1 sat there and wondered what it
does.
I was afrajd to go up and see,
But al the top of H’k sTepH, there
was a key,
I opened the door. . and to my
surprise,
T founel a fur ry eritter with hright
vellow ayes.
L seveamed se loud, vou wouldn't
1y E{l(\‘n
Al wanted was this furry thing
to ?r‘aw”
I picked him up and threw him
s f:a as 1 could throw,
And thcﬂ I started running as
fast as I could go,
Eranout of the attic so very fast,
I thought 1 was really sufe at
last,
Gh man, oh man was | ever
Wrang,
Pripped over the stairs and flew
very ]m‘g
I fell face first on the flovr,
7 baoked up and saw the door.
i+ turned the knob and saw the
eritier,
My lips turned blue and my teeih
sm:t&d to chitter.
[ pushed the critter out of the
way,
Now that was a very scary day!
The critter is no longer around
Because I buried him six feet un-
der the ground.
By Alysia Hedegard
Fifth Grade
First ptace winner

An Anthology of Poems

“On a Spring Day”
On 2 spring day [hear the birds
sing.
On a spring day 1 like to play on
SWwings.
On a spring day the grasshep-
pers hop,
On a spring day the blossoms
will pop.
On a spring day the trees are
pretiy,
On a spring day I like to play
with my kitties. _
On a spring day the grass is
green, -
On a spring day that is what!}
have seen. s

“COMPUTERS” :

COMPUTERS come in dx!fumt
sizes

COMPUTERS come in d!ﬁ"erent
Jh[l nes .

(,OMPUTERS come from ;difl
ferent places

COMPUTERS have a funny fd[,b

COMPUTERS come in black and
white -

COMPUTERS “come in coltﬁ"
print

LOMPUFERS have a big capacﬂ

COMPUI‘FR sometimes 5meil
like lint

COMPUTERS help us make
things neater

COMPUTERS help us do thm
well

COMPUTERS can be good dSSlq-_
tants ‘

They have a colar, look and‘
smeli.

COMPUTERS have a memory!

They call is CPU

It sends out pictures, letters and

They then appear to work for
you!

dessica Faucette ‘.
Fourth Grade
First Place Winner




Younyg Writers .

The following poems were written by students in
the Coatesville Area School District who
particpated in the Young Writers/Young Readers
ﬁrogra.m s%msored by West Chester University at

eeceville Elementary School.

My dog can play. My dog can pay. My dog can
lay. My dog can stay.
My dog can sue. My dog drinks dew. My dog can
chew. My dog can moo. My dog licks you.

My dog can sit. My dog can spit. My dog can play
with a kit. My dog can hit. My Eog can play in a pit.

Are You Afraid of the Dark?
C-L-I-C-K, C-L-I-C-K, C-L-I-C-K. WOW! A spooky
place.

E-B-A-K-K

Come on let’s get out of here!

WOW!

A treasure box and a combination lock.
But we don’t know it.

Let's get out of here!

Fall
dead leaves
crunch, crunch, erunch
riding a go cart through the leaves

favorite season ;
John Buckalew
Grade three

Baseball Game
It's about home runs
RBIs
Strike outs
It’s about “You're out!”
Yelling
Booing
It’s about Fresh air
Pizza
Hot Dogs
It’s about a batter yelling at the ump.

Skiing
skig, poles
falling; zooming, racing
fun, cold, easy, exciting
* gport

What am I?
In some schools I'm a rectangle,
In others, round like a clock.
My inner part is like a screen.
You hear your principal from me.

What am [?
* Sean McKinney
Grade three -
I Like
1 like a key
and I like tea.

I like to take sand
and bury my hand.
I like the ocean
and motion.

I like my friend
and I like to bend.
I like the sea
and I like me.

My Friends
My friend Hannah's a nice girl.
She helps me when I'm in trouble.

We do a lot of things together.
My friend Kate is kind.

We do a lot of fun things together.
My friend Aerial is caring
We have a lot of fun.
She’s in my class.

My friend Kim is nice.

We play most of the time
and we have fun.

My friend Colleen is kind.
Most of the time we play
in the summer in the sprinkler.

Wintér
snow, cold
sledding, snowing, freezing
fun, presents, ice, vacation
season
. Megan Friel
Grade four

Rules
Some people say rules keep you from getting hurt
at play, but I say rules just get in the way. So many
parents say, “If you don't follow rules you will pay.”
But anyway there’s no way rules can say you can’t
have a good day!

Farm
It's about horses in fields,
{ kittens born overnight,
roosters waking all still sleeping.
It’s about the cow mooing while being milked,
a pig oinking hungrily for food,
the lamb baaing.
It's about the smell of fresh air,
flowers in the garden,
large apple orchards.
It's a beautiful day!
Beth Skovira
Grade four

If I Ran the World
If I ran the world there would be no such thing as
broceoli and the words, “Eat your dinner” and
“Drink your milk,” would never be said. And if I ran
the world then beef stew wouldn’t exist. If I ran the
world everybody would have a pool and a Nintendo.
Hmmm... If I ran the world it just might be nice!

Camp Tockwogh
It’s about friends
sleeping bags
cabins
It’s about cocoa
hot dogs
‘ soda
It's about fresh air
food
: pine trees
It’s about Dad saying,
“Stay up as long as you want.”

Sandal
walking, standing
running, skipping, falling
footwear, cool,.black
shoe
Emily Barr
Grade four




The following poems were written by students
from the Coatesville Area School District who
participated in the Young Writers/Young Readers
program at Reeceville Elementary School,
sponsored by West Chester University.

The Parade
1 can see the drummers beating the drums.
The sEarkle in the sun light.
i smell the tasty chocolate candy.
I hear the music playing.
I taste the grape lollipops
I touch the hot sticky coins thrown on the street.

~ Someday...
Someday I'll be able to stay at Water World all
ciag long.
cmeday Fll write a book that everyone will want
to read.
Someday T'll be a consultant for McKinney
Consu}tin%, Inc. !

ut right now it’s time for a hug.

‘Water World
We're finally here,
I see a big vellow shide.”
1t looks fun.
My Mom and I go down together.
. We zoom down.
It’s fun,
I see a stubby little white slide.
1 decide to go.
I do a big belly flop.
Ouchi!!

Lisa McKinney
Grade two

Where Am I7?
1 gee some slippers.
1 hear the applause.
I smell the roses. -
{And other flowers)
1 taste gummy bears.
I touch armrests
snd my hands are clapping.
Where am 17

An Upside Down Day
1 love my Mom.
I love my Dad.
Tlove my cat.
I love my dogs.-
"My Mom drops me off at
Young Writers/Young Readers Class.
" My Dad goes to work.
My Dogs go outside,
My cat does a cart Wheel???!l!
Kerplopl!!

My Priends
I see Janice.
1 hear her whispering.
T smell peppermint breath.
I taste mints — winter mints — and soda.
1 touch the wrapper of the mints.

Hathleen Oriik
Grade two
Little and Big |
FIvpie

1 used to be a little TV,
But now I'm a big screen TV,
1 used to be a little house,
But now I'm the White House.

Terminator 2 — Judgement Day
[ zee the blood.
I hear guns.
1 smell fear.
1 taste popcorn,
I touch the popeorn bowl. -
1 see death.
) I hear screaming.
. I think he’s going to blow someone’s brains out.

1 like my Mom, .
1 tike my Dad,
I like my Grandmoether,
‘ I like may Grandfather,
But most of all | like my d%%aind cat.
istian Ogden
Grade three

To: Amy
Even though you are lazy and sleep a loi 1 still
love.you. I wish you were still a kitten because you
would be more playful. Try not to eat and sleep so
much and U1l be nicer 20 you. Cats are my favorite
animals so that's hew you got io be my cat. I just
want you to know that I love you very much!

: The Zoo

I see some lions, zebras and giraffes.

I hear kangaroos jumpim%lll and down.

I smell hamburgers and chicken nuggets.

I touch the fence while P'm looking at the tigers.

I taste Sprite during Tunch.

My Color Peem

Purpie is a plum.

Yeltow is the sun,

‘ Hed is a rose.
Peach is the color of our sin.
And rose is the color of your shirt,

Jennifer Hearvdon
Grade two

1 Love
I love my Mom. -
1 love my Dad.
I love my sister.
I love my cats.
But most of all,
1 love my family.

At Veteran's Stadium
1 see the players on the field.
I hear the bat crack.
I sznell the popeorn.
I taste popeorn and soda.
I touch the handles on the seat.

Green Things
(Gireen is grass,
Trees and lollipops.
Green is a sticker,
peas and green beans.
Alex Tremblay
Grade 2




Youny Writers

The following poems were written by students
from the Coatesville Area School District who are
participating in the Young Writers/Young Readers
program sponsored by West Chester University.

Green
Green is brussels sprouts
And brocceoli, too.

Watching TV
Isee Bugs Bunny.
I hear Tweety Bird laughing
I can smell dinner on the stove!
I can already taste dinner in my mouth!
I touch the couch.

How I have Grown
T used to be a mouse house,
But now I am a castle
I used to be a pebble,
But now I am a boulder.
I used to be a seed,
But now I am a tree.

Tony Banta
Grade two

The Beach
I see the ocean coming on the beach.
I%ear the waves lapping loudly.
I smell chicken nuggets on the boardwalkp.
I taste icy, cold lemonade.
I touch hot sand

Someday. . .
Someday when I am 16 years old,
I'm going to ride my motorcycle
and I'm going to drive a car
But right now I am going to ride my bike!

Tlike red.
I like red apples.
I like red grapes.
I like red cans.
I like red ketchup.
Red is my color!
Dave Bentley
Grade two

Summer
I like summer because
I can go to the pool
and there’s no school.
My dog is funny
and so is my cat.

Buttonwood Beach
I hear the boats.
I hear sea gulls.
I smell the sea.
I taste pool water.
I touch the sand,

Things I Never Want to Do Again
I hate getting dressed.
I hate getting up in the morning.
I hate choking on candy.
But what I hate most,
Is going to the mall without buying anything!

Elizabeth Cunningham
Grade two

Golf
Sometimes my Dad takes me to play miniature golf.
When we get there and start playing,
I usually get at least 3 holes in 1,
but my Dad usually wins!

When we're playing we're always good sports.
r we're done playing
we get a bite to eat.

My Grandmom
My grandmom is like a flower
growing in the sun,

My grandmom is like a tree
It’s roots in the ground.
My grandmom is like a jacket
that keeps me warm,
And my grandmom is like a pillow
that lets me sleep.
That's my

Grandmom!

Under My Bed
I see darkness all around.
I hear my cats coming under. too.
I smell old stinky socks.
I taste the dust.
I touch the floor.

Lauren Earle
Grade three

Favorite Colors
I want a black car.
I want a white car,
I want a red car.
I want a blue car.
But most of all,
I want a green truck.

My Favorite Things to Do
I like to make things.
I like to watch TV.
I like to swim.
I like to read.
But most of all,
I like to play football!

Watching A Race
I see race cars.
I hear an engine.

I taste popcorn.
I smell smoke.
I touch the fence.
Dennis Herr
Grade three
Trucks and Machines

I see dump trucks on the road.
I hear backhoes digging.
I smell gasoline.
I taste grape bubble gum.
I touch a loader that is parked.

Favorite Foods
I like cheese pizza.
I like corn on the cob
at dinnertime.
I like seafood.
I like chips on my hot dogs.
'I like fish.
I like iced tea.
But most of all,
I like cakes!!

Pve Changed
I used to play,
But now I work.
I used to read baby books,
But now I read chapter hooks.

Joseph Lucci
Grade three
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Some of the 57 children at the Young Writers and Readers program at Upper Moreland Middle School listen as teacher Sue Powidzki reads
to the class. ' (Staff photos by E. Stace Leichliter)




willing to
‘write home

Campers

Children focus on
writing, reading skills

at daytime program
By Jolyn Resnick

Staff Writer -

There’s a tent right in the middle of the class-
room, with a river flowing nearby.

Trees line the walls, and a “no hunting, no
fishing" sign adorns an aguarium.

On the door, a sign proudly proclaims the visi-
tbr is entering “Camp Writesalot.”

. It may not be your traditional summer camp,
but for 57 children from Bucks and Montgomery
counties, the Young Writers and Young Readers
program is the best thing going.

The two-week program, conducted every week-
day morning at Upper Moreland Middle School,
is sponsored by the National Writing Project
through the Pennsylvania Writing Project at
West Chester University.

Although it is 11 years old, it did not become a
regional event until last year, when the Upper
Moreland School District was chosen to pilot off-
Campus programs. |

“I always wanted to go to camp,” said 11-year-
old Lindsey Makofka, a student at Upper More-
land Middle School. “This is like day camp.”

Lindsey, who won the Women's Club writing
award recently, said she simply “loves reading
and writing — no ifs, ands or buts.”

But, she said, most of her friends and neigh-
bors don't understand.

“My friends don't appreciate fine poetry,” she
said. “No one on my block understands.”

Jim Kent, a 13-year-old Warrington resident
who attends school in Central Bucks, saidihis
parents suggested he sign up for the program,

“Last year, T went to a school for study skills,”
he said. “It was boring. This is pretty good."”

Jim said he reads what he wrote to his parents
every day.

Ten-year-old Jackie Starner of North Wales
didn’t have to be talked into attending the pro-
gram. She went last year and couldn’t wait to go
back.

“I really want to be a writer,” she said. “And,
usually, I don't have time to write.”

Jackie is well on her way to fulfilling her dream:

Heaven is a place of,

dreams.

A place where,

agrown meneep.

Where children are,

reunited,

with parents,

grandparents,

and friends.

That died not,

long ago.

In heaven you see,

the world with,

different eyes.

You see everything with,

beauty and good in,

every creature.

There is no.

Jfear in reaven,

for you are in,

THE HOUSE OF GOD.

Most of the youngsters started reading and
writing at an early age, and most said their par-
ents read a lot, too.

And when they come back from the program,

most play with friends, but also find time to read
at home.

“I'm kind of tired when I come home,” Julia
Gatenby, 9, who attends Abington Friends
School. “I watch television, read, and — some-
times — play outside.”

Eva Liggett, 8, of Cheltenham, said she usually
goes home and reads again.

The students are broken up into age groups —
they range from second grade to ninth grade.
But they also work together occasionally to put
together an anthology of their creative endeavors.

This sense of cooperation helps the students
better their writing skills.

“Sometimes, I don't have ideas,” said Rebecca
Wagner, 10, of Abington. “This gives me ideas.”

One of its most important aspects, however, is
giving students a chance to do what they love,
with people who love to do the same things.

According to Andrea Walker, 12, of Richboro,
“writing is a way to express your feelings.”

The two-week program costs $165 per child.

And according to site coordinator Mary O'Gor-
man, who teaches at the middle school, it's not
limited to children who are identified as gifted.

In fact, she said, most are not.

“They are just interested,” Q'Gorman said.

Of the 19 older students in the program, seven
are involved in the swimming team, others are
interested in other athletic programs and a few
nlay musical instruments.

The progrems are casual and not structured,
she said, to allow the children the opportunity to
express themselves in the most positive way.

“This reminds me of why I became a teacher,”
she said, beaming.




DAILY LOCAL NEWS

WCU hosts summer sessions
for young writers, readers

W%ﬁ th'F Universit of Pennsylvania will of September 1995 are encouraged to participate in
host the 11th annua er Programs for Young  the programs. The programs offered include “Young
Writers and Readers with 10 sessions beginning Writers” “Young Writers/Young Readers,” “Young
June 26 and continuing through Auﬁ‘ 18. v Readers” and “W riting and Word Processing.”
The programs are sponsore by the Pennsylvania An open house for- participants in the University
Writing Project, a site of the National Writing grogran’xs will be held at 7:30 p.m. May 2 in
Project. % chmucker Auditorium to answer %}.wstions and
For each course offered, the average class cize is  concerns of parents regarding the University
13 students per teacher. The students in the .,  programs. :
program get individual attention while experiencing Additional programs to be held in Chester County
the processes and stages of writing, including include “Young Writers, Young Readers,” for grades
publishing. : two through six at Reeceville Elementary School,
Publications featuring the students’ work will be  Coatesville, and for grades two through nine at
made available to local bookstores, libraries, Kennett Consolidated Middle School, Kennett
schools, churches and community centers. Square, from J ulg 24 throu%h Aug. 4.
Students will participate in work sessions with ‘A limited number of scholarships for the program
ublished authors and attend a final gallery that are available based on demonstrated need.
eatures their own work. . For more information and applications, call site
School-age children in grades one through 12 as - coordinator Bruce Seidel at (610) 436-3089.

®, 8 C
Writing/Reading program set 7

West Chester University’s Pennsylvania
erj;mg roject announces its Young
Writers/Young Readers program to be
held for students in grades two through six
at the Reeceville Elementary School
from July 24 to Aug. 4.

The program is for students who want to
learn, share, and grow as writers and
readers. Participants experience all phases
of the writing process, including
publication. Small peer groups and sessions
with published authors are included.
Students will also gainrstrategies for
choosing books and will take part in read-
aloud activities. : E

The fee is $165 and the séssions, from
a.m..to noon, will include a mid-morning
snack and drink. Registration deadline is
July 8. For a brochure and application, call
site coordinator Rita Rotton at 610-436-

U DUN Sched Notes Sl
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Nine-year-olds Kelly Latta and Mike Ciccotti read during the Young Readers/Young Writers Program.

Students choose classroom for summer fun

B Writing, from Page 1

writing center where they do a
variety of things froin reading to
writing poetry and short stories
with computer assisted writing,
she said.

“This is a very positive, relaxed
atmosphere for kids,” said O’Gor-
man.

“We have the freedom to write
whatever we want,” said Laura
Robinson, 13, who is back for the
second year and plans to come
back for a third.

*You just have fun here,” said
Dan Latta, 12, who is in his first
year with the writing workshop.

Down the hall and to the left,
music is playing in the room for

kids in the 10-to-12 age group
where they will be doing a combi-
nation of both reading and writ-
ing. Directly across the hall from
the older kids, the youngest group
is decorating the classroom with a
variety of things one would take
to the beach.

“This year the kids have a
beach theme,” said O’Gorman, as
the children placed sand buckets
made out of construction paper on
the wall.

“The program is geared
towards the appropriate age
group,” she said. “The young chil-
dren work in a creative environ-
ment and there are two teachers so
they get a lot of individual atten-
tion.”

At the end of the two-week
program, students will have the
opportunity to see their work pub- -
lished when an anthology and
book reviews are put together in a
booklet for all students and their
families and friends to see,

-0’Gorman said.

The writing workshop is spon-
sored through the Pennsylvania
Writing Workshop through West
Chester University.




Mary O'Gordan and Nick Reich, 11, of Ambler, work on an essay at the writing seminar In phato ba!aw
fith and sixth grad students read books outside the middle school.




Area kids take a ‘vacation’ with books

By Nancy Houtz
Correspondent

. The Pennsylvania Writing Pro-
ject Summer Youth Programs,
which was recently extended to

include Upper Moreland and sur- = &

rounding school districts, is cur-
rently holding a two week pro-
gram in the Upper Moreland
Middle School.

Through this program, more
than 57 students from Upper
Moreland, Upper Dublin, Abing-
ton, Cheltenham, Central Buck
and Abington Friends had a
chance to develop their reading
and writing skills in an informal
but structured atmosphere.

“The kids have all come here
because they want to be here,”
said Mary O’Gorman, one of the
team teachers for the project.
“They all love to read and write

and they have such a good time. It’

is unbelievable what these stu-
dents come up wi
The program, which is spon-
sored by the National Writing Pro-
ject through the Pennsylvania
Writing Project at West Chester
University, was piloted in Upper
Moreland last year and was
ight back due to positive feed-
back from teachers, students and
parents.
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Academic, computer, performing

By TRACY BEHRINGER
Special to the Local News

While many youngsters see
summer as a time for the great
| outdoors, some children prefer to

spend their time in other ways.

Academic, art, music and per-
forming art camps are all available
locally. Providing instruction for

pleasure as well as for skill im-

provement, these camps have be-

come very popular.

| For the past 13 years, the Penn-
| sylvania Writing Project has spon-
| sored summer youth programs at
| different locations throughout
Chester County and surrounding
counties. Enrichment programs for
school-aged children in the first
through 12th grade, the writing
and reading workshops are ex-
perienced and enjoyed by
thousands of students each sum-
mer.

The oldest program is the
Young Writers Workshop held
at West Chester University. In the
| two- week sessions, children write
many pieces and share their work.
| They receive feedback and respond
to each other’s writing. Other pro-
grams are Young Writers on Com-

|

puters, Young Writerszoung
Readers, and Young Readers.

“These programs are not re-
medial programs. They are for
highly motivated students,” said
youth program coordinator ginny
O'Neil.

One reason for their popularity,
(O’Neil said, is because the work-
shop settings are mnot strict
classroom settings. All the teach-
ers, most of whom are elementary
school teachers, have earned fel-
lowships through the Project’s
Summer Institute. Also, she said,
the groups are kept small.

In addition to the West Chester
University site, which fills up
quickly, according to O’Neil, there
are workshops offered at many
other schools. Reeceville Elemen-
tary School in the Coatesville
School District, Kennett Middle
School in the Kennett Con-
solidated School District and Twin
Valley Elementary in the Twin
Valley School District are also lo-
cal program sites. A limited
number of scholarships are avail-
able. For more information, con-
tact the Project at 436-3089.

Futurekids Computer Camp,

in Exton, combines the latest in

| GREAT VALLEY

NATURE CENTER

SUMMER NATURE CAMPS
Ages 3-13
Call For Reservations & Info
' (610) 935-9777

Rt. 29 & Hollow Rd., Devault
| North of 202 at Great Valley

arts camps growing in popularity

computer technology with themes
and subjects kids love. Organized
into one-week learning modules,
each program offers different
teaching levels geared to student’s
age and computer proficiency.
Some of the new camps this sum-
mer include Pet Shop, Fundamen-
tal Programing and Intelligent
House.

“Futurekids offerings promise
kids not only lots of fun, but also a
summer of learning and discovery
that will benefit them for the rest
of their lives,” said Linda
McElevenny, director of
Futurekids.

Morning camps, for 4- to 9-year-
olds, run 9:30 a.m. until noon, and
afternoon sessions, for 6- to 15-
year-olds, runs 12:30 until 3 and
3:30 until 6. This summer the pro-
grams will also be offered at four
schools in the Downingtown
School District: West Bradford,
Shamona Creek, Uwchlan Hills
and Downingtow.n High Scheol.

This summer, for the ninth year,
the Chester County In-
termediate Unit will offer its
Summer Academies for students
in grades 5 through 10 in public
and non-public schools. A county-
operated facility that provides
many services to Chester County
schools, the Intermediate Unit hias
a wide array of enrichment courses
which enable students to grow
academically and personally. Pro-
grams are provided in such sub-
jects as photography, calligraphy,
hands-on science, video production
and beauty care. Prices vary de-
pending on the subject matter.
Registration does not begin until
mid-April. For more information

i

See Skills, page
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‘ Continued from page 6
and for applications, contact the
Chester County Intermediate Unit
at 524-5059.

‘ One popular art camp -is the
Wayne Art Center Summer Art
' Camp, located on Maplewood Ave-
" nue in Wayne. With over 20 dif-
ferent programs, such as Budding
|Artists and Mudworks for
preschoolers, to Puppet and
‘ Marionette Making for ages 6 and
| up, Thematic Cartooning for ages
| 8 and up, and Printmaking and
| Papermaking for ages 11 and up,
' the center has something for
| everyone. Beginning in June, there
are four sessions that run through-
out the summer. Morning and af-
ternoon times are available for
| two- and three-day-a-week ses-
| sions.

‘ Early walk-in registration is

April 15 and 16. Due to limited

I‘ class size, early registration is rec-

| ommended. No phone regis-

| trations are accepted. For informa-

| tion, call the Wayne Art Center at
688-3553.

| L)
| If your child has a flair for the

| performing arts, there are many
| opportunities for learning and fun

this summer. In Kennett Square,’

the Summer Day Camps in the
Performing Arts are presented
by Carousel Performing Arts Cen-

ter. The center has been offering
programs for children since 1989
and began operating their summer
camps three years ago. Some of the
choices this July and August in-
clude Musical Theatre, Drama,
Dance, Fine Arts, Creative Dra-
matics and Kindermusic Adven-
tures Camp. For more information,
call 444-1948.

This summer the Dance Cen-
ter and Brandywine Ballet
Company are sponsoring two
summer dance and acting camps.
A children’s camp will run July 21
through Aug. 1 at The Dance Cen-
ter, the official school of the Bran-
dywine Ballet Company, in West
Chester. Classes include, Ballet
Technique, -Pointe, Choreography
and Acting. An Intensive Ballet
overnight camp will run July 7
through July 19 at the Southern
New dJersey School of the Per-
forming Arts. This session will in-
clude a vigorous dance and choreo-
graphy schedule for the in-
termediate and advanced level
dancer. The professional faculty
includes Robin Morgan, artistic di-
rector, San Diego Ballet and Ian
Archer, director, St. Louis Ballet.
To find out more, contact The
Dance Center at 696-5023.

There are even some summer
camp options that offer a combina-
tion of traditional day camp pro-
grams with specialty classes. At
the Brandywine YMCA in
Coatesville children may do scien-

tific experiments and learn about
recycling in the Science Camp, and
have recreational swimming as
part of their day. They may decide
to take advantage of instrumental
instruction and dance routine de-
velopment with other daily camp
activities in the Dance/Music/
Drama Camp. Contact the YMCA
at 384-5084 to find out more.

The Downingtown Area Rec-
reation Consortium (DARC)
also provides many youth work-
shops, in addition to their tradi-
tional day camp programs. Chil-
dren may try such diverse work- -
shops as French -conversation,
Environmental Series, and Car- -
tooning. To find out which youth
workshops will be offered this
summer, contact DARC at 269-
9260.

There are dozens of ways to
make sure your child benefits from
a camp program and has a good
time doing it. But be certain to in-
clude your child in the decison-
making process so he or she looks
forward to the experience.
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| dents, the long summer vacation dis-
' tupts learning. Forgetting the basics
, during the summer for lack of prac-
:ﬁce results in as much as four to six
.geeks of review in September and
! October to get them back on a learn-
¢ Ing track, proponents of year-round
. schooling estimate,
! | Atthe Benchmark School in Media,
" more than 300 children are reading
. and writing each morning. There is
- éncouragement to both students and
. parents to do extra reading each eve-
| ning. : <
. “We know that the number of
words read by a child correlates with
- progress in reading,” said Sally
© Laird, director of Benchmark’s sum-
| mer program.
- Parents are forewarned' that the
- school expects them to spend at least
. 30 minutes a night reading to their
¢ children, she said.
. Especially among those who are
' just learning to read, “children lose
‘ a lot of ground over the summer,”
Laird said. “We know,

can 1mprove students

"They'Te not just connect-the-dot
kinds of things.”

A series called BrainQuest uses a
question-and-answer format to cover
a range of topics that a typical first
grader, for instance, should know.
Other workbooks focus on _Word
power or math and are published
either by age or by grade.

Klein praised one book, Tﬁe Ra-
jah's Rice by David Barry, callingita
“mathematical folk tale from India.”

In the book, a young girl makes a
bet with the wealthy landowner, re-

minding him how wealthy he is and
persuading him to put a grain of rice
on each square of a checkerboard
and to double the amount of rice on
each square each day. :
“As it gets doubled, it becomes this
huge amount of rice. ... It's a fun

‘'story,” the book clerk said.

Klein said camp counselors, teach-
ers and parents doing home school-
ing are among her customers.

One parent who teaches her three
children at home, Lorraine Blescia
of West Chester, said everyday

too, that you get better ” events offer lessons to children. She
at what you practice. When SChOOl S suggested, however, that parents
You get better-at what Qut, many tackling academic subjects d:in'mg
3 i = umm oid a strict academic
yo:t d?:ookstores with chllgiren fall ;g;:oach. 3kl

large children’s sec- hehind. They “I think the best way to teach your
tions, such as the Ches- d children is through fun and through
ter County Book Com- may nee games. Summer is a time to have off,
ICJ;DY outside West weeks to catch away from heavy academics, Blescia

ester, parents can as- = : . &

semble a collection of WP N fall. She said her children, a%es 1‘]11' 11
‘activity books that fo- i and 6, have learned a lot about han-

. cus on such skills as math, reading,
science and geography.

Math Wizardry, like an earlier Bar-
ron’s publication, Science Wizardry,
offers a hands-on approach that Book
Company worker Mary Klein de-
scribes as “learning while you're ex-
perimenting.”

One idea in the book is that a child
keep track of earned run averages,
and the book gives instructions
‘about how it's done. Another idea:
Build an abacus. The book offers
several tips on ways to use the an-
cient Asian calculator.

Some books come with teaching
tools, such as numbered dice, a bag
of coins or a measuring tape.

“There’s a learning component” to
many of the activity books, Klein
said.

dling money and percentages' by
stopping at yard sales and flea mar-
kets, seeking to purchase games and
other items. She said she also encour-
ages reading, as often as possible.
Area libraries offer story hours
and reading incentives in addition to
lending books and videos. i
At the Upper Merion
Township Library, 500
children signed up last
week for the summer-

said Joane McNamara,
director of children’s
gervices at the library,
The children keep
track of how many
books they have read,
by author and title, or
how. many books are

' Inagazines are also a worthy pur-

long reading program,

read to them if they can't yet read.

“The children certainly seem to
enjoy it,” McNamara said. “And
when they go back to school in the
fall, they have an advantage because
of all the reading they have done
over the summer.”

That library also offers four story
hours a week in the summer for
younger children.

Spennato of the Intermediate Unit

said having a good time is a key goal
of the Young Writers/Young Readers
program he runs at the R.T. Richard-
son Middle School in Springfield.
The program for more than 100 Dela-
ware County students in second
through ninth grades is a spinoff of a
writing project at West Chester Uni-
versity.
“We want the kids to have a good
time, enhance their skills, maintain
the skills they acquired in the
spring, and help them carry over
W];:t they’ve learned to the fall,” he
said.

Spennato recommended that par-
ents invest in books for a home li-
brary. Local schools sometimes share
age-appropriate reading lists with lo-
cal bookstores, he noted. Children’s

chase, he said.

Spennato said the Delaware
County writing project gets only a
lackluster response from older stu-
dents, who he thinks tend to hold
down jobs or travel.

“We hope those kids will take a cue
from their parents, who use the sum-
mer as a time to catch up on their
reading.”
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Springfield students have

Instructional project
is subject of video to
be screened at Borders

By AUDREE PENNER
Times Correspondent

SPRINGFIELD — “W-DIWT-
KWID.”

That stands for: “What do I
want to know when I’m done?”

And that’s the motto of Carol
Meinhardt’s English students at
Springfield High School, where
she teaches with an innovative
model of learning called the
Reading and Writing Workshop.

The Reading and Writing
Workshop encourages initiative
and self-selection. Meinhardt said
the concept began in 1973 in
Berkeley, Calif., with the National
Writing Project. The goal was to
improve the teaching of writing
skills before students attended
college, where demands on those
skills would be put to the test.

The Whole Language Reading
and Writing Workshop is always
affiliated with a university’s
Writing Project. Meinhardt is a
member of the Lehigh Valley
Writing Project in Allentown
where she previously lived.
Locally, West Chester University
is a national Writing Project site.
According to Meinhardt, there are
165 Writing Project sites around
the world and 151 national
Writing Projects in 45 U.S. states
and Puerto Rico.

Meinhardt said the program can
be tailored for all levels of educa-
tion, beginning at the elementary
level. It is not just a curriculum
for honor students.

“T have conducted the program
for a class of sixth graders in a
low-tracked homogeneous group
with a real diversity of ability lev-
els and backgrounds with whom 1
saw very positive results,”
Meinhardt said.

Soon teachers and administra-
tors across the country were ask-
ing Meinhardt how the program
worked at the high school level.
So she decided to make a docu-
mentary video with the coopera-

tion of approximately 40 students
who were members of the
Springfield sophomore class.
Filmmakers observed the students
over a one-year period in 1992-93.

The finished product, a 28-
minute documentary, will be
shown at 7:30 tonight at Borders
Book Shop, 1001 Baltimore Pike,
in Springfield. The showing is
also a reunion for the students
who were taped.

Meinhardt created the documen-
tary in conjunction with the high
school’s media specialist, Dr.
Jeffrey Benton. She estimates that

she and Benton worked on the

project for more than 300 hours.

The film shows an environment
where students regularly select
their own topics and forms for
writing and their own reading

texts. They often make their -

choices in response to numerous
available materials, including pub-
lished and student writing, an

abundance of trade paperbacks,

and updated annotated book lists,
some of them student generated.

Working in various learning
configurations (individual, part-
ner, small group, whole class),
students create products and give
presentations and demonstrations.
These activities allow them to
raveal the extent of their involve-
ment and the mastery of particular
skills.

As the facilitator of such a class-
room, Meinhardt said the teacher
creates a schedule and structure
but rarely stands before the class

and lectures. There are, however,

cccasional mini-lessons where
students are given instruction in
grammar, punctuation and reading
techniques.

She allows for flexibility and
adaptability to essential curricular
requirements and school-wide
norms, such as a midterm and
final examinations. She also intro-
duces students to different forms
of assessment including self-eval-

25

‘write’ stuff

uations of individual and group
projects and reflective appraisals
of portfolio notebooks.

The video screening, set for
7:30 tonight at Borders Book
Shop in Springfield, is free and
open to the public.

Meinhardt said the film is a visu-
al picture of a classroom in which
students are actively involved in
their learning experiences.

The program is open to parents
as well as educators interested in
this reading and writing project.




DELAWARE COUNTY DAILY TIMES Monday, December 25, 1995

INRTHEJCOU N TV

_City Editor Bonnie Healy - 622-8894

~ Making change

count

Program teaches students importance
of involvement in government

By AUDREE PENNER
Times Correspondent

Making a change. Making a community
better, safer, cleaner. Whose responsibility
is it? Is it only for those of legal voting age?
Is it only for politicians?

Springfield resident and West Chester
University Professor Sharon Kletzien does-
n't think so.

Kletzien, in conjunction with the Citizen
Education Fund of the League of Women
Voters of Pennsylvania, created Kids
Around Town, an action-oriented civics
program that teaches students in third
through seventh-grade how the government
works and how to make changes in their
own communities, even at their young ages.

Kids Around Town was pilot-programmed
across the state in urban and suburban
schools beginning in 1993. In those two
years the civics program reached 10 school
districts and approximately 2,000 students.

This year, with the pilot phase completed,
six Delaware County schools have picked
up the program, too. Those schools partici-
pating are Springfield’s E.T Richardson
Middle School, Rose Tree Media’s
Glenwood Elementary; Radnor’s Ithan
Elementary, Media’s Providence Friends
School, Upper Darby’s Aronomink and St.
John Chrysostom in Wallingford.

Using the Kids Around Town approach,
children select an actual local policy issue
of interest to them, which then serves as a
springboard for integrating research, analy-
s1s and decision-making.

Instead of memorizing facts about their
local government, KAT students participate
in authentic public processes. Past class-




