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LARGEST INSTITUTES EVER 
l\lARK PAWLP'S 25TH ANNIVERSARY SUI\1MER 

The Pennsylrnnia Writing & 
Literature Project welcomed 58 
new F e llows into PAWLP's 
teacher-cons ultant family th is 
sum mer. the largest class in the 
Project"s 25 year history. 45 new 
Writing Fellows and 13 new Lit
erarnre Fe ll ows from 25 districts 
and pri\·ate schools through 

out the five county area joined a 
network of nearly 900 Fellows 
who have completed lnstitutes 
since the Project's inception in 1980. 

To get an idea of what the In
stitute experience entails, we share 
the following submission from 
new Writing Fellow, Cheryl 
Stahle: 

How I Spent My 
Summer Vacation .... 

No run-of-the-mill summer 
vacation for me. I decided to join 
21 new colleagues and friends 
on the adventure of a life time: 
completing the PAWLP Summer 

- co11ti1111ed on p. 4 

Celebrate Literacy VI a Smashing Success! 

. .\ II roads led to the Graduate 
Busine~:, Center on June 28 and 29 
as O\ er 260 teachers gathered for 
PA \\.LP·s Celebrate Literacy Con
ference \ T This year's conference, 
hononng the 25th anniversary of the 
Project. was the best one yet. 

Author Pat ri c ia Reilly Giff 
opened the conference with her 
keynote address. ··Writing ... The 
Story of\1: Life.'' Her books, she 
say:,. are abom re lationships, and 
she held the audience spellbound 
with her rnchanting and lyrical 
voice a:, she recounted tales from 
her past. Her words served as an 
inspiration to teachers to help sn1-
dents find the stories of their own 
li\·es. 

Teacher and noted author 
Regie Routman opened the second 
day of the con ference. Her address. 
··Reading and Writing Essentials: 
Getting to the Heart of the Matter ... 

was motivating and inspirational, as 
well as thought provoking. She 
urged teachers to b1ing the joy back 
into teaching by ( l) raising the ex
pectations we have for all our stu
dents; (2) developing confidence 
through collegial conversations: and 
(3) focusing our work on meaning 
and relevance. She stressed the im
portance of teachers setting pur-

Celebrate U/erttl')' keynote .~peal.er 
Regie Ro11t111lt11 (center) with 
PAIJ'LP co-Director Diane 
Dougherty {le_/() a111/ A..u istant Di
rector Rose Cappelli (right). 

poses for learning and engaging in 
demonstration teaching through 
think alouds. Teachers should 
then give students oppommities to 
try what was demonstrated, prac
tice in guided experiences, and 
apply the learning during indepen
dent reading and writing experi
ences. What an honor it was to 
have this celebrated educator 
share her thinking with us first
hand! 

Throughout the two days all 
conference attendees had the op
portunity to engage in several 
worthwhile breakout sessions pre
sented by PAW LP Fellows on such 
topics as fluency, multigenre writ
ing, nonfiction, readers ' theater, 
reading / writing connections, 
technology, and poetry. There was 
truly something for eve1yone! 

Rose Cappelli, 
PAWLP Assistant Director 



FROM THE DIRECTOR 

ANDREA FISHMAN 

Welcome back to a new school 
year and the beginning of PA WLP's 
second quarter-century as the Na
tional Writing Project site in south
eastern Pennsy lvania. In May, l 
invited everyone to help us cel
ebrate our 25'" anniversary summer 
by attending our Celebrate Literacy 
Conference in June. I honestly can
not say I expected so many people 
to take me up on that invitation or 
to participate in the other summer 
programs we offered. But an un
expected number of people did. 

In fact, the summer of 2005 was 
the most successful summer 
PA WLP has had in all of its 25-year 
existence. 264 people attended 
Celebra1e Literacy. 58 mas te r 
teachers became new Fellows of 
the Project in our Writing and Lit
erature Institutes. And an addi
tional 191 teachers took one- and 
three-credit graduate courses with 
us. To make all of that possible, 33 
teacher-consultants presented at 
the conference and 27 teacher-con
s u l tan ts taug ht Ins titutes and 
courses. In addition, 900 children 
attended Young Writers/Young 
Readers programs taught by 66 
more TCs. 

These numbers overwhelm me. 
For some people, they are all we 
need to 

"prove" the success of the Project. 
We reached 249 teachers in six 
weeks. Our capacity to provide 
programs was demons trated by 
over I 00 teache r-consu I tan ts . 
Quantity - and quantitative mea
sures - can be impressive. For me, 
though, they don' t get to the heart 
of what is PAWLP. 

What does reveal our heart, what 
makes our Project meaningful as 
far as l'm concerned, comes in 
more qualitative terms. For the 
purposes of this column. T offer 
one case in point. In late July, I 
got a phone call from an admin
istrator whose school district sent 
a cadre of teachers to our Insti
tutes this summer. This adminis
trator had received a lette r from 
one of those teachers that s he 
wanted me to hear. She shared 
that letter with me, and l want to 
share it with you (with the writer·s 
permission. of course). 

That teacher wrote to her super
visor: 

Thank you so much for support
ing the Writing Institute as a 
means of promoting quality writ
ing instruction in lour district!. 

This experience has been one o r 
the most difficult and, ultimate ly, 
most rewarding of my profes
s ional career. It is as intense a 
learning situation as I have ever 
encountered. 
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All worthwhile things come with 
a cost of time, energy, dedication. 
and perseverance. The Writing In
stitute required all these and more, 
but 1 am truly happy that I finally 
faced my trepidation and partic i
pated. 

Thank you again for making that 
possible for me and for so many 
of my colleagues. I know that each 
of our classrooms wi II be more re
sponsive and effective places for 
our young write rs to g row and 
thrive as a result of the many ideas 
and strategics we have learned. 
The money spent by [the district I 
for this training is an investment 
in the fu ture excell ence of our 
districl·s writing programs. 

One teacher. one letter, revealing 
so much more than all the num
bers l can compile. What a won
derful anniversary gift to all of us. 
What more incentive could we 
need as we enter our second quar
ter-century? 



............ 

A Burst of Reading and Writing 
Ideas for Your Classroom 

PA WLP proudly announces our 
upcoming PAWLP Days in Bucks 
County on October 22 and West 
Che~ter on October 29. If you have 
never been to a PA WLP Day, these 
are the ones to try. The extremely 
talented author/poet, J . Patrick 
Lewis \\'ill keynote both days and 
do small breakout sessions. He has 
been desc1ibed as ··engaging•· and 
"unforgettable... His wit, humor, 
and gentle nature are evident in his 
vast collection of poetry books and 
picrure books. Science. social stud
ies. math. reading, and w1iting have 
all been subjects of his poems. ln 
J. Pa nick· s words. 'There is no sub
ject in the \\'hole world that doesn't 
lend ihelf to poetry in some way. 
Poetr~ i~ a time for celebrating the 
Io,·e of language and for starting a 
fire in the mind of a chi ld." His 
latest ti tles include He-Roes & She-

roes: Poems of Amazing & Every
day Heroes and Please Bury Me in 
the Library. Following the keynote 
will be breakout sessions jam
packed with incredible strategies 
you can immediately put to use in 
your classroom. Your brain will be 
bursting with new ideas. 

Many participants will leave 
arms filled with rafile prizes, profes 
sional books, and children's literature 
thanks to Michaels Associates and 
Booktenders Secret Garden. 

We are excited to try out a longer 
PA WLP Day at Mill Creek Elemen-

tary School in the Central Bucks 
School Dist1ict on Saturday, Octo
ber 22. 2005. This full-day format 
will include a keynote and four 
breakout sessions. If you can't make 
the full day, please join us in West 
Chester on October 29, 2005 for a 
half-day. This day will include the 
keynote and two breakout sessions. 
Both days will provide Act 48 hours. 

Come join us for an invigorating, re
juvenating day! 

- Chris Kehan, 
PA WLP Co-Direcro,; 

·95 Wriri11g, ·97 Lit 

To register for a PAWLP Day call 610-436-2202 
or e-mail cupton@wcupa.edu. 

The full-day (8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.) Bucks PA \VLP Day is $30. 
The half-day (8:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.) West Chester PAWLP Day is $ 15. 

Registrations for both days must be received by October 15. 
A late fee applies to registrations received thereafter and at the door. 

SUMMER YOUTH REPORT 
The 21 • Annual Young Writers/ 

Young Readers Program came in 
like a lion this year with a teJTible 
thunderstom1 on the first clay. The 
staff at \\·est Chester University dug 
in their heels and all children man
aged to meet their parents! Al
though thi, ,ummer the weather 
wa~ hotter and more humid than 
last year. the young writers pro
duced some of their best works. 
Thank'> to guest authors Susan 
Korman. Bill Luttrell. Robin Moore 
and Frank '.\lurphy. the children had 
four tremendous role models to help 
spar!-. their idem,. They learned 
writing. re ,·is ing . and editing 
s trategies to use no w and in 

their future writing. 
This summer we started two 

new sites, one in Souderton and 
the other in Daniel Boone School 
District, and rejuvenated a site in 
the Upper Moreland School Dis
trict. All three were staffed with 
excellent teachers and site coor
dinators. We anticipate all three 
sites growing next summer. 
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This year we we lcomed 
Kathy Garrison as Co-Director of 
the southern sites. Kathy taught 
in the program several years ago 
and ran an on-line course for the 
last two summers. Co-Directors 
Kelley O'Leary and Chris Kehan 
did an outstanding job in the 
northern s ites. Both Chris and 
Kelley have been involved with 
the Youth Program for many 
years. Sue Fitzgerald welcomed 
Don LaBranche as a helper this 
summer for the first session and 
what a team they made. Sue has 
Co-Directed the West Chester Uni
versity site for the last three years 

- conrinued on p. 6 



How I Spent My Summer Vacation... conli1111edfiv111 p. I 

Writing Institute. Instead of lounging at the shore, I invested four exhilarating, exhausting weeks 
reading and writing. Graves, Calkins, Bomer, Routman, Ray and Fletcher became my pool-side com
panions as I soaked up their writing and explored ways to apply it in my classroom. The best part of the 
Institute was living like a writer every day. Surprisingly, the poet in me emerged after a long long sleep 
and once freed, would not return to slumber. Wait until my students hear my How I Spent My Summer 
Vacation essay (or poem)! 

How to be a PAWLP Fellow 

Rest up the last week of school as you won't sleep for a month 
Forego family, friends and play for four exhilarating weeks 

-too much to do in so little time 
Read like a fiend-three text books and more 

Write write write as you've never written before 
Persuade, narrate and instruct 

Display your acting skills to demonstrate knowledge 
Eavesdrop at Rice's listening for that just right snippet of dialogue 

Design a workshop that is engaging yet steeped in research 
Create the perfect packet 

Eat, drink and be merry Thursday afternoons 
Just eat-the snack list is a priority 

Laugh, learn and celebrate-the effort is worth the sleepless nights 
Join the Fellows who went before you in a passionate journey to write 

PAWLP Fellow 
Passionate, Exhausted 

Writing, Writing, Writing 

Books, Papers, Articles, Packets 

Reading, Discussing, Thinking 

Brain-dead, Brain-full 

Better Teacher 

- by Cheryl Stahle, 2005 Writing Instit ute Fellow 
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New PAWLP Fellows - Class of 2005 

\\·est Chester 
Writing Institute 

Beth Angelo 
Garnet Valley SD 
Ellen Bluestone 

West Chester University 
~legan Clementi 

Springfield SD 
Carly Dillon 

Kase l rec Media SD 
Stephen Drozdowski 

Gm1d Valley SD 
;\lelissa Elison 
i\011h Penn SD 
Angela Kane 

Garnet Valley SD 
Cynthia K irschner 

i\ lethacton SD 
Kristina Lafave 
Garnet Valley SD 

Kristin Light 
Gamet Valley SD 
:\lichael Longo 

Garnet Valley SD 
Shauna McKee 

Ha\ er ford SD 
.Jessica Parton Palo 

Garnet Va lley SD 
Peggy Pastva 
\ le1hacton SD 

Christine Pesta 
Hol) Family School 

.-\ndrea Rees 
Spring-ford SD 

Amy Rossi 
Garnet Valley SD 

Lo ri Schmidt 
Springfield SD 
Todd Serpico 

Gamet Valley SD 
Katherine Shuter 
Garnet \ 'alley SD 

Lori Strong 
Garnet \ 'alley SD 

Debo ra h Uff 
Springfield SD 

.-\ndre \\'ashington 
Ro~e Tree \ ledia SD 

Literature 
Institute 

Amy Ayers 
Gamet Valley SD 

Anne Barr 
Philadelphia University 
Elizabeth Budzilowicz 

Pottsgrove SD 
Mai-tha Outler 

Gamet Valley SD 
Dana Ewing 

Collegium Charter School 
Renee Finley 

Garnet Valley SD 
Christina Gotro 
Garnet Valley SD 

Eileen Kean 
West Chester Area SD 

Yickj M.cKcefery 
Great Valley SD 
Lorraine Moran 

West Chester Area SD 
Jan Pizarro 

West Chester Area SD 
Patricia Smith 

Colonial SD 
Betsy Wells 
Colonial SD 
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Bucks Countv 
Writin2 Institute 

Deborah Appleton-Neves 
North Penn SD 
Wendy Blankin 

Springfield Township SD 
Bruce Bloome 

Upper Moreland Township SD 
Jane Bonai-go-Millcr 

Council Rock SD 
Susan Boote! 
Centennial SD 

Patricia Corcoran 
Upper Moreland Township SD 

Gwen Douse 
Wissahickon SD 

Mary Farrell 
Hamburg Area SD 
Deborah Frank 

Upper Moreland Township SD 
Mary Ann Fucich 

Upper Morebrn<l Township SD 
Meg Griffin 

Central Bucks SD 
Bethany Haring 
West Shore SD 

Rebekah Massey 
Upper Dublin SD 

Heather McGarvey 
Council Rock SD 
Kristen Monaco 
Central Bucks SD 

Jennifer Nolen 
Council Rock SD 
Edward Ostroff 

Centennial SD 
Jennifer Rhodes 
Central Bucks SD 

Jill Seiscio 
Quake1iown SD 
Cheryl Stahle 

Norristown Area SD 
Elaine VanYreed 
Central Bucks SD 

Linda Walker 
Wissahickon SD 



Lord of the Rings Saturdays 
Strip away the rheto1ic about 

testing. Chisel off the language 
about standards. annual yearly 
progress. reimbursement , and a 
cost-benefit analysis of what hap
pens in a classroom. Look under 
the radar that sweeps like a shadow 
over the landscape of education and 
you may uncover a willing conver
sation between a teacher and a group 
of students who share an excitement 
for a powerful story. 

On the first Saturday of each 
month. from January until June of 
this year, such a thing existed as this 
fo1tunate teacher and these extraor
dinary students gathered to celebrate 
J.R.R. Tolkien 's masterpiece The 
Lord of rhe Rings. 

Our task was to read one of the 
six "books'' in LOR each month and 
let the sweep ofTolkien's stmy and 
the Jjves or his characters Jjft us and 
move us to the eventual cleansing and 
reformulation of Middle Eaith. We 
felt Tolkien 's grand and timeless 
themes in our bones, and felt the 

drumbeat (Doom, Doom) of his 
world i_n our sleep. 

But ,1parl from the reading, the 
students also took to heait the idea<; 
and techniques abolll writing that we 
found on the pages of LOR. Their 
writing task was to create pieces of 

work that reflected what they 
leai·ned from Tolkien. Their anthol
ogy represented the best of their ef
fons to write in a ·Tolkien style". 
There was fiction. poetry. and an 
opinion or two. What the students 
really did was reach higher than their 
grasp at this point in their lives. 

For what is the point of reading 
Lord of the Rings or any other great 
work if not to have one's field of 
vision broadened by a passion so - - - - - - -

-Yowh Repon co111i11ued from p. 3 
and has done an awesome job. 
Don designed several courses for 
s tudents that revolve around 
J.R.R. Tolkein. 

Seven new s ite coordinators 
joined the Youth team th.is summer: 
Teresa Mas lak. Laurie Algeo, 
Cathie Cooper, Cas Workman. 
Megan McDonald , a nd B ev 
Hanrahan. Diane BaiTie returned 
to the Methacton site after a short 
time away. All of our site coordi
nators did a fantastic job. We also 
had a handful of new teachers this 
summer. These two groups are the 
foundation that make our summer 
programs run as smoothly as they 
do. We always look forward to new 

Fellows joining the Youth family! 
As I reflect on summers past. 

I cannot remember one as event
rul as this and I am proud to say 
that the Youth Team is one of the 
finest groups of teachers with 
whom J ha've ever had the p1ivi
lege of workjng. Their attention 
to detail. extensive planning. and 
enthus iastic attitudes are what 
makes Young Writers/Young 
Readers an outstanding program 
for children. I cannot thank them 
enough. I also cannot write or 
speak about Young Writers/Young 
Readers without mentioning Mary 
Buckelew, Toni Kershaw and Ann 
Mascherino. Mary has been my 
mentor. sounding board, and close 
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that a touch of ancient song might 
fill one's soul? What is the point 
of learning to read, to think, and 
to write if not to bring one's hu
manity to blossoming? 

To provide the soil and the 
space for such learning defines the 
beauty and efficacy of a Writing 
and Literature Project. The stu
dents and l would li ke to express 
our gratitude to the Project at West 
Chester University and to those in 
it who made this class possible. 

- Don LaBranche. 
·93 Writing, 

WI~ class i11structor 

Fellows interested in sub
mitting a proposal for a 
special Youth writing class 
should contact Associate 
Director Mary Buckelew 
at 610-436-2998 or 
mbuckelew @wcupa.edu. 

- - -
friend for a number of years. Toni 
and Ann have also worked closely 
with me behind the scenes in the 
office. We have shared strnies and 
weathered the storms together. 
Thanks go to all of the fine people 
who work in the program. 

Anyone interested in partici
pating in the Young Writers Pro
gram can comact me at the office 
number, 610-436-3089, email me 
at klvenuro@comcast.net, or con
Lael Mary Buckelew at 610-436-
2998 or mbuckelew@wcupa.edu. 
We look forward to hearing from 
you. 

- Karen \/e111110. 

'92 \Vriting. 
Summer Youth Ach11i11istra10r 



Education Matters 
a column from Michaels Associates 

As r \\ ri te . \\ c are recently re
tu rned fro m the annual 
Heinem:mn ~ummer meeting. 
In addition to the unveiling of 
fonh..:oming books. DVD's and 
F1Nhand materials, Michaels 
.. \,,ociate'> LLC was again rec
ognized as a leading U.S. dis
tribmor for the publisher. We 
are grateful for the continued 
support of our friends at the 
Project for helping us achieve 
this status. Thank you. 

Heinemann is continuing to 
lead the field in producing cut
ting edge re.,ources that help 
teacher~ a nd admini s trators 
<le a! ,ucce;,;, fully with the 
pre,sing i~;,ue;, of the clay in the 
cla, ... room and the boardroom. 
The F.111 li~t \\ ill include new 
book-. trom \ 'icki Spandel. Carl 
Ander,011. Don Grave~. Jim 
Burk.e. Shelle~ Harwayne. 
Irene Founta, & Gay Su 
Pinnell. Siephanie Haney & 
Anne Goud\ h . and nwn) oth
er .... There 1, more than one 
book. lll the \\ a: that \\ ill help 
1ead1er, prepare ... tudenh for 
,rnnJ ... .-d,zeJ re~r \\ riting 
promri, 1, nhout ,acri fic ing 
:Oar nr, 1e, ... 1on.1l ... oul. It\ hard 
10 ,no( ,e. u,1 one. bur the fo rth
,·onun_; rr _,e.:t b: Don Gra\·e;, 
.ind Penn: Kmle \\ i 11 be the 
,ubJe,: l' 1h1, column. I U'>ed 
the ,,orJ pn••ttT becau,e it·s 
mu.:h more than a book.. 

In,.u, \\ num:: Ht)\\ 10 Teach 
the !RL.. . , I Craft I', the most 
imp n.im ,ffering frnrn Don 
Gr.1, ,> rn more lhL111 ten ~ ear\. 

We all loved his books on finding 
daily inspiration and energy in 
your teaching, but it's great to have 
him back with specific help and 
ideas for writing teachers. Since 
A Fresh Look at Writing was pub
lished in 1995, Don has continued 
to do research and to refine hi s 
thinking about the work that's 
done in writing classrooms. There 
has also been a leap forward in 
technology with a corresponding 
drop in price. 

Inside Writing includes a book. 
DVD. and Mv Quick Writes - a 
book of quick writes for both 
teachers and students. Graves dif
ferentiates between prompts and 
quick writes with the distinction 
that quick writes gives the writer 
the flexibility to choose some de
tail about the prompt that interests 
them. ·'Quick writes nudge us to 
discover topics that matter. not lo 
respond to a question that may 
have nothing to do with our expe
rience.'' Don Graves and his co
author Penny Kittle have a rgued 
successfully for a price point that 
an individual teacher can afford. 
Both books and DVD are pack
aged together for $45.00. M.y 
Quick Writes is designed so that 
teachers and kids can write di
rectly in the book. Additional cop
ies will be priced under$ I 0.00. 

Graves and Kittle stress that too of
ten. a missing element in writing 
classrooms is teachers writing along 
with students. Quick writes are a fun 
and easy way to make connections 
bet ween teachers ' and students· 
writing processes and 10 help pre 
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pare students for timed testing 
situations. 

Perhaps the most stunning-and 
valuable - element of Ins ide 
Writing: How to Teach the De
tails of Craft is the DVD. Be
cause or the amount of material 
that can be held on a DVD and 
the interactive nature of the me
dium you'll find it chock full 
of explanations. demonstra
tions, modeling, classroom 
footage, conferences , inter
views with teachers, interviews 
with the authors. minilessons, 
Don's writing. Penny's writing, 
p1intable quick write prompts. 
and more. The DVD alone is 
more than worth the price of 
this resource. 

Inside W1iting is scheduled for 
release in September. 2005 and 
is s uggested for teachers in 
grades 2 - 6. cun-iculum direc
tors, staff developers. assistant 
superintendents. National Writ
ing Project members. and 
NCTE elementary members. 
The catalog price is $45.00. but 
PA WLP Ne,vslerter readers may 
order this exciting resource ror 
$38.25 plus shipping before 
October 15, 2005 by phoning, 
faxing. or mailing an order ref
erencing PAWLP in their order 
or during their phone call. As 
a lways for all products. your 
orders on our website with a 
credit card will be discounted 
10%. or $40.50 plus shipping 
for this product. 

Cordially, 
Greg Michaels 
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