“

The Pennsylvania Writing & Literature Project

-Newsletter

Seven New Courses Available for Summer

Developed to meet teacher
requests and district needs, sev-
en new courses will be available
this summer. Five will be offered
at the Bucks County Intermediate
Unit. All seven will be offered on
the West Chester University cam-
pus. Graduate and in-service
credit are offered at the Universi-
ty. Graduate credit and a non-
credit option are available in
Bucks County.

The new one-credit courses
are: Guided Reading (K-3),
Phonics and Spelling (K-86),
Readers’ Workshop (K-8), Pre-
paring for the PSSA Writing
Assessment (1-11), Preparing
for the PSSA Reading Assess-
ment (1-11), and PA Academic
Standards and Classroom As-
sessment (K-12).

The new three-credit course is

Writing and Children’s Litera-
ture (K-8).

The most popular courses from
last summer will be offered this
year, as well. These include some
one-credits: Poetry Workshop,
Flexible Grouping, Using Non-Fic-
tion in the K-8 Classroom, and
Developing Literature Circles. Two
of the most popular, most success-
ful, longest running three-credit
courses will also be available.
Teachers as Writers is for teach-
ers K-12 and across the curricu-
lum who want a supportive, en-
couraging, - and safe - place to
develop as writers themselves.
Strategies for Teaching Writing is
for teachers of any grade, any sub-
ject who want to help their students
learn to write and write to learn. If
you were left on the waiting list for
any of these courses last summer,

this is your chance to take them!
This is the fifth summer since
PAWLP began offering one-credit
courses along with its three-credit
courses and summer Institutes.
The variety and number of cours-
es have increased each year, as
have the number of teachers who
participate. Why are PAWLP cours-
es so successful? Because they
are created and coordinated by
teachers for teachers. That means
these courses and instructors re-
spect whatteachers know, and they
know what teachers need. Every
PAWLP course is designed with
real, current classrooms in mind.
For course descriptions and
registration information, turn to the
green pages in the center of this
Newsletter. Consider joining us this
summer for one credit, two cred-
its, three credits, or more!

VisuaLizing Worps ano WoRLDs: Wriming, LITERATURE AND ART

A special opportunity for
teachers to discover and explore
the connections between the vi-
sual arts, writing, and literature is
available this summer, thanks to
a new partnership between
PAWLP and the James A.
Michener Art Museum in
Doylestown. Open to teachers
K-12 and across the curriculum,
this program includes writing in
response to and inspired by art

of all kinds; using the visual arts
to respond to reading of all kinds;
and hands'-on art workshops
conducted by contemporary art-
ists. (No previous experience or
talent required to apply!) It will be
held at the Michener Museum
and is open to teachers from
anywhere in the PAWLP service
area.

Coordinated jointly by Judy
Jester, co-director of PAWLP, and

Sue Plumb, arts educator at

the Michener Museum, Visualiz-
ing Words and Worlds runs
from August 16-20, 8am-3pm
each day. The program carries
three graduate credits from WCU.
All registration will be handled by
the Project Office. (Please, do
not call the Museum!)
ENROLLMENT IS LIMITED TO
25 PARTICIPANTS and closes as
soon as the workshop is filled.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR

A 1998 Writing Institute Fellow
was in my office recently to talk
about the Independent Study she is
doing this semester. It is a field-
based research study of how
teachers actually implement writ-
ing workshops in their classrooms.
She observes PAWLP teacher-
consultants (by invitation, of
course), talks with them about what
she sees, and keeps a journal of
what she learns. Then she comes
to see me and we talk.

Though only a month into this
project when we met, the new
Fellow had a great deal to share.
The TC’s she called had all said
yes, please come, I'd love to have
you. That did not surprise me.
PAWLP TC’s are not only master
teachers but supportive colleagues
as well. What did seem surprising,
though, was their second shared
response. Each seemed to warn, 1
don’t exactly do Atwell or
Calkins,” in nearly identical words
each time.

Was this an apology? Perhaps. At
least that’s how it may seem ini-
tially. But is not “doing Atwell or
Calkins” something TC’s need to
apologize for? [ don’t think so.
Not at all,

No, PAWLP TC’s do not “do™

Atwell or Calkins. PAWLP TC’s
read Atwell and Calkins - and
Graves and Murray and Fletcher
and all the others - to see what
they have to say. Then PAWLP
TC’s adapt the ideas they've
encountered to meet the needs of
their students in their classrooms
in their districts. That is what
makes TC’s master teachers.
They don’t *“do™ anyone, no
matter how famous s/he may be.
They don’t hear ideas as com-
mands or find models for mim-
icry. PAWLP TC’s read widely,
think critically, share thought-
fully, and create the professional
community that makes this
Project one of the premier sites
in the NWP

network. (My experience at the
recent NWP site review meeting
revealed that very clearly, but
what happened at that meeting is
content for another column!).

I chose to tell this story in this
Newsletter because it is these
smart, well-grounded, creative,
and very talented PAWLP master
teachers who coordinate the
courses and Institutes described
in this issue. If you have never
participated in a PAWLP summer
program, | urge you to read the

centerfold carefully. Imagine
learning Strategies for Teaching
Writing or Guided Reading or
any of our courses in activity-
based workshops facilitated by
master teachers who not only
cover the topic but model best
practice as they do it.

If you have questions about any
PAWLP summer program, please
don’t hesitate to contact me by
phone (610-436-2202) or e-mail
(afishman@wcupa.edu). The
Writing and Literature Project is
a professional development
network for all teachers, K-12
and across the curriculum. Come
join us.

Don’t miss our next

PAWLP Day
April 24, 1999
Main Hall, WCU
“Awakening the
Hidden Storyteller”
With keynote
speech and
booksigning by

Robin Moore
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Upper Moreland

Upper Dublin

PAWLP Youth Program dates and locations for Summer, 1999

June 28 - July 9 (no classes July 5): WCU, Centennial, Quakertown, Garnet Valley,
Hatboro-Horsham, and North Penn

July 12 - 23: WCU, Kutztown, Neshaminy, Kennett, Rose Tree Media, Methacton, and
July 26- Aug. 6: WCU, Twin Valley, Central Bucks, Coatesville, Interboro, Colonial, and

For more information please call: (610) 436-3089
Any Fellow interested in teaching please call for an application form
















History Comes Alive at February PAWLP Day

Susan Smith introduced the
keynote speaker, but the stage
was empty. All of a sudden we
heard singing. Striding down the
aisle, dressed in Russian peasant
garb and balancing an old wooden
trunk on one shoulder, Dr. William

C. Kashatus took center siage. He

His first person
in broken English
wit 1ian a hint of Eastern
European accent, brought his

great-grandfather's story to life. Dr,

Kashatus relived the crossing of
the Atlantic. seeing the Statue of
Liberty for the first time, and the
process many of our ancestors
endured to be admitted to this
couniry. Ellis Island and
Morgantown, Pennsylvania,
became vivid places as he contin-
ued to role play and interact with
the audience.

We laughed as he related the
story of the coal miner’s test, and
we shed some tears when he told
us how his youngest son had died
in the mines. He brought artifacts
out of the trunk and shared them

-- N
(Friends of PAWLP 20)

20 Fund Drive

The following Fellows have
contributed to our 20/20
campaign this quarter:

Rina Vassallo, ‘94 W.C. Writing
Kathy Young, ‘96 Literature
Ted Feldstein, ‘91 Bucks Writing

You can make a tax-deductible
contribution to the Friends of
PAWLP Fund to celebrate the
Project’s 20th birthday in the
year 2000. Funds will be used
to support youth and teacher
programs in the new
millennium.

\ J

with us - photographs and the
“Report of the Department of
Mines” published in Harrisburg in
1921. He told us what Peter
Kashatus taught his three sons - to
respect yourself, respect other
people and their properties, and
work hard.

Dr. William Kashatus is director
of Public Programs for the Chester
County Historical Saciety. He
spent 15 years teaching middle
and upper school. He referred to
teaching as the hardest “ministry”
but the most rewarding thing you
can do with your life.

The final part of the presenta-
tion helped teachers adapt his
approach in their own classrooms.
Dr. Kashatus told us to begin with
our children’s own family histories.
He divided his
presentation into three parts:
remembering your ancestor,
writing the play, and performing the
play.

The Chester County Historical
Society offers classroom lessons,
music programs, and traveling
trunks. (I'm going to look into a
program for my grade level - | want
my children to hear Dr. Kashatus
as William Penn. )

How did the PAWLP Day audience
feel about the keynote speaker?
Less than ten minutes into the
presentation, Erika Jucewicz
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turned to me and said, “I'm already
glad | came today!”

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed
the morning. Children’s Book
World was there with so many
wonderful books. (Of course, | just
had to buy a few!) The follow-up
sessions featured memoir writing,
reader response, and writing
historical fiction.

Our next PAWLP Day is on April
24th and features storyteller Robin
Moore.

Don't miss it!

Lynne Dorfman,Co-Director of PAWLP.
teaches 4th grade in Upper Moreland SD
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ATTENTION!
ALL NWP FELLOWS

The annual
Mid-Atlantic Retreat is
being held this year at

Rockey Gap Lodge,
Cumberland, Md.

May 21-23, 1999
For registration

information contact the
Maryland Writing
Project.

410-830-3593
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