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Summer Course Offerings Inside!

Summer Graduate Programs Respond to Classroom Needs - by Lynne Dorfman

he summer of 1998 offers a

myriad of exciting courses at the
West Chester campus, Bucks County
Intermediate Unit in Doylestown, and
Colonial Elementary School in Ply-
mouth Meeting. There will be over
forty courses o choose from, ranging
from our six-credit Institutes in writing
and literature to our one- and three-
credit courses, Many programs are
offered for inservice credit as well. A
brief implementation paper describing
strategies, activities, and resources
each participant can directly apply to
his or her own particular classroom
setting will be used as the evaluation

tool for each one-credit course. Op-
tions for this requirement are possible
for individuals who have unique posi-
tions or who can use the course work to
meet specific district requirements.

Many favorites have returned again
this summer. All courses were devel-
oped through teacher surveys and
conversations. It is not possible to
discuss each course at length, but |
would like to mention a few that are
new in some respect. Julia Blumenreich,
a teacher-poet who has presented in our
Writing Institute and coordinated a two-
credit poetry course in the past, returns
to coordinate our one-credit “Poetry

Project Graduate Program Partnerships Announced

hree area colleges have entered

partnerships with the Pennsylvania
Writing and Literature Projects, effec-
tive in 1998. Beaver College, in Mont-
gomery County, Holy Family College in
Philadelphia and Bucks Counties, and
Immaculata College in Chester County,
are looking for PALWP participants
interested in a variety of graduate
programs and will accept six PAWLP

graduate credits as part of their programs.

After reviewing all courses offered
by the Project, the Education Depart-
ment of Beaver College voted unani-
mously 10 accept PAWLP credits from
all of our programs. Those credits are
welcome in the following Beaver
Master's Degree programs: Reading,

Special Education, Math Education,
Secondary Education, Early Childhood
Education, and Elementary Education.

After similar review, the Education
Division at Holy Family College
“enthusiastically support[ed]” a
partnership with the Project. PAWLP
credits are transferable as electives for
students entering Holy Family's Master
of Education program with Pennsylva-
nia Reading Specialist certification. In
addition, Holy Family may be inter-
ested in becoming a PAWLP Youth
Programs site, staffed by Holy Family
graduate students who become Fellows
of the Writing or Literature Project.

At Immaculata College, PAWLP
courses will not only be accepted as
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Workshop” at the Bucks County L.U. and
at West Chester University campus. |
took her poetry course several years ago
and can absolutely, positively tell you,
don't miss if!

Patty Koller will return to lead
participants in an interactive workshop on
implementing “Literature Circles.” Patty’s
expertise as a Reading Specialist and
experience as a co-director of our
Literature Institute served her well to
develop this course for PAWLP. Last
year’s participants appreciated the guest
speakers, the practical classroom strate-
gies, and the many methods that Patty
modeled. One participant commented:

continued on page 7...

elective credits in the Educational
Leadership program but may be taken
in place of a required course, EDL 632
Integrated Language Arts,

All of us associated with the Writing
and Literature Projects are delighted
that these fine schools not only
recognize the quality of PAWLP pro-
grams but are actively seeking PAWLP
participants for their graduate pro-
grams. We look forward to long,
mutually satisfying relationships with
all of them. Any PAWLP participants
interested in our partnership programs
can call the participating schools
directly or call the PAWLP office (610
436-2202) for further information and
contact petson names.
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MATTERS
acolinn from Whhaslh Asocintes

A Research Summary
that Communicates
8y CaroL Avery

Recently [ watched a television
news spot highlighting a first grade
classroom where students make
outstanding progress learning to
read. According to the report these
kids efficiently learn to break the
code, comprehend well and also
want to read! What's different in
this classroom? [nstead of Dick and
Jane readers the children read what
are known as “trade books” with
interesting stories. They meet to
discuss what they are reading and
they write every day too.

We smile and wonder how this
could be “news.” Yet, to many
people this is news. And, in
previous months this same televi-
sion station has aired news spots
denouncing “whole language,”
calling for a “balanced” approach,
and questioning the way children
today are taught to read. Educating
the public about changing class-
room practice is a big - and
important - task.

Parents are the most immediate
public for most classroom teachers.
Communicating effectively with
parents can be one way of promoting
a clearer understanding of education
with the broader public. It's impor-
tant to talk to parents not only about
what we will teach but why we use
specific teaching practices.

Parents deserve, for example,
explanations of why daily writing and
using temporary spelling enables
children to develop and refine the
phonemic awareness so important in

%rning to read. Parents deserve to

know that we present explicit Iessmb
in skills and strategies that help
readers and writers. Parents deserve

to know that our practices are
grounded in educational research.

And always, parents deserve to hear
our communication in clear, jargon-
free language.

In recent months there has been
much controversy about what
constitutes “research” in the
educational field - a confusing
situation for the general public and
even for teachers. We do have a
solid research foundation for our
classroom practice. A recent
publication from the Northwest
Regional Educational Laboratory’s
Curriculum and Instruction Services
provides a clearly written summary
of this highly respected research in
reading instruction in only 66 pages
of text and 46 pages of bibliogra-
phy. The newly published Building a
Knowledge Base in Reading by Jane
Braunger and Jan Lewis provides a
major centribution to our profes-
sion literature. [ highly recommend
it to anyone involved with literacy
education. This group has also
produced a booklet for parents,
Tips for Parents about Reading.

Both paperback books are available
through the Northwest Regional
Educational Laboratory, Portland,
Oregon, the Naticnal Council of
Teachers of English, Urbana, lllinois or
the International Reading Association,
Newark, Delaware,

Note: As promised, Michaels
Associates will offer a discount
readers of this Newsletter on books
mentioned in this column. Building
a Knowledge Base in Reading,
catalogue price $12.95, is available

for 510.35 plus shipping by calling
(800) B69-1467.

PAWLP Youth Program dates and locations for Summer 1998

June 22-July 3: programs at West Chester University

July 6-17: programs at WCU, Rose Tree Media, Kennett Consolidated, Neshaminy, Centennial, Upper Mors
July 20-31: programs at interboro, Coatesville, Central Bucks, Hatboro-Horsham, Upper Dublin 2n2 T

August 3-14: programs at West Chester University

From the Director

A $ I'm sure you've noticed, this
issue of the Newsletter is primarily
devoted to our 1998 summer pro-

grams for teachers. Over the past fewv
years, our summer
offerings have grown - in
number, in locations, and
most importantly in the
ways they address the
real concerns of teachers,
K-12. With the introduc-
tion of one-credit
courses, we have been able

to help with immediate problems -

like ways to balance a writing/reading
classroom or teaching strategies that
work “in the block.™ We've also been
able to offer introductions to topics of
current interest - like Literature Circles
and multicultural literature.

Our three-credit courses, initially
eclipsed by their one-credit offspring,
have experienced renewed interest.
Strategies for Teaching Writing - the
longest running Project offering - was
fully enrolled in 1997, so we are
offering it once again this year. Ditto H
Fortfolio Assessment. Ditto the three-
credit version of Managing the Writ-
ing/Reading Classroom.

This is rot to downplay our
summer Institutes, two in Teaching
t WCU, one at the Bucks

ediate Unit i

Writing (one a

= Miethacton
















Summer Courses Announced!

...continued from the cover
Trank you for a most valuable
ce. | am anxious and

Look for “Emergent Writers and
Seacers” with Nancy McElwee. This

d vear for this one-credit
coutse A past participant stated:

2 wealth of information was
ctven. Naney had many ideas and
cooEs o share. Her enthusiasm for
is obvious. She did a

immer 1 will be working in
pacities. Most of you will

e as | visit each course and field
=st.ons about courses and Project
“s7uf 7 but | will also have the

zsure of teaching several one-credit
including “Skills and Spelling.”
ing Mint-Lessons,” and

stve Writing.” | am looking

d 1o spending more time with
in these two-day workshops.
21w come away from summer

s filled with new ideas, lots
izional resources, and fresh
c=-soectives (o bring back to my own

fassrocom,

= also are welcoming Steve Heffner
ozc= 10 do wo sessions of “"Writing and
== Internet.” | hope you have been
g Steve’s e-literacy column in
=wsletter and visiting our web site.
will also coordinate “Writing
23 went; Pertfolios,”  a user-
course deigned for teachers of

2= sure (o fit in “Multicultural
_cerature” led by Carol Rohrbach.
T course will be given for the first
== at the Bucks County 1.U. and is
.= 10 be a winner. Another new-
comer, "Using Nonfiction in the K-8

z=sroom” will also make its debut at

=_c=s led by Kathy Young. Teachers

oz introduced to hundreds of
=oco=s that will be available on site
==2 in bibliographies.

Tony Rotondo, a very popular
presenter and coordinator for the
Project, will be with us for "Strategies
Sfor Teaching Writing I.” a three-credit
course that has been in great de-
mand over the past sixteen years of
our history. “Strategies” features
approximately seven presenters and
touches on core issues concerning
the teaching of writing in grades
kindergarten through twelve. Tony
has successfully led literature circles
and has coordinated “Talking to
Learn” and "Manage a Writing/
Reading Classroom (7-12).”

If you have never raken one of our
courses, please give us a try. We
believe in teachers teaching teachers.
Our coordinators are classroom
teachers and specialists who are
attending conferences and continuing
to participate in graduate course work
too, so they can bring you the most
current educational practices and
ideas to our network. The locations
are convenient and easy to find,
parking is convenient, and great
snacks are provided by all. We really
care about what you would like to see
us offer and what you think we can
do to improve our courses, Please
join us at our April 4th PAWLPDAY on
West Chester University's campus to
learn more about the Project. Call us
for additional information at (610)
436-2297 or (610) 436-2202. Inquire
about our certificate programs and
on-site programs during the school
year. We look forward to meeting you
and having you join our PAWLP family!

Lywne Doreman (‘89) is A BAWLP Co-DIRECTOR
AND TEACHES IN THE Upper MoRrELAND SD.

From the Director

...continued from page 2
voice the concerns that are keeping
you from registering today.

To TALK ABOUT THE
WRiTING INsTITUTE, CALL:
+Diane Dougherty, Coatesville Area SD

(610) 363-9399
+Jim MacCall, Lower Merion SD
(215) 878-0247

+Hilde McGeehan, Council Rock SD
(215) 322-2447

+Shari Stem, Central Bucks SD
(215) 345-0259

To TALK ABOUT THE

LiteraTURE InsTITUTE, CALL:
+Patty Koller, Downingtown SD
(610) 469-0874
+Vicki Steinberg, Exeter Twp. SD
(610) 370-1420
+Judy Jester, Kennett Consolidated SD
(302) 984-2580

To TALK ABOUT THE ONE- OR THREE-~
CREDIT COURSES, CALL:
+Lynne Dorfman, Upper Moreland SD

(215) 8854171
*Steve Heffner, Conrad Weiser SD
(610) 670-2058

Or just call me, Andy Fishman, at the
Project office (610) 436-2202 or 3475.
I'm always happy to talk with anyone
about anything related to the Writing
and Literature Projects. That's what
I'm here for!

Workshop

with

What should students do
after they write “The end?”

Come to a workshop with
Barry Lane, author of
After The End : Teaching and
Learning Creative Revision

When? April 16th
8:30AM-3:30PM
Who? Teachers 3-12
Wrere? Bucks County U,
Doylestown
co-sponsored by PAWLP and
the Bucks County IU

FOR MORE INFORMATIDN CALL THE
Proveet office AT (L10) 4301 -2202
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