7/10/24, 11:56 Aeschylus, enides (e-text)
the spell-binding power in words, we’ll figll
a way to free you from misfortune.
or I was the one who urged you on
tQkill your mother.

ORESTH
Myflord
Apollo
you havqno knowledge how gb be unjust.
That bein}the case, now legfn compassion,
too.
Your power 8 do good igfstrong enough.

APOLLO
Remember this —WYogf't let fear defeat
you )
by conquering yoffr Ypirit. And you,
Hermes, [90]
my own blood#brother om a common
father,
protect thiggfnan. Li N that name of

yours,
suppliant,
yherd —

t’s rights

lead
remg

t Orestes.Apollo moves back into the inn
nctuary. Enter the Ghost of Clytaemnestra.

GHOST OF CLYTAEMNESTRA [addressing the

sleeping chorus]
Ah, you may be fast asleep, but now ﬁ START HERE

what use is sleeping? On account of
you, 120

I alone among the dead lack honour.
The ghosts of those I killed revile me—
they never stop. I wander in disgrace.
They charge me with the most horrific

crimes.
But I, too, suffered cruelty from
those [100]

most dear to me. And yet, although I died
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at the hands of one who killed his mother,
no spirit is enraged on my behalf.
Look here—you see these slashes on my

heart?
How did they get there? While it’s
asleep 130

the mind can see, but in the light of day
we have no vision of men’s destiny.
You’ve licked up many of my offerings,
soothing milk and honey without wine.
I’ve given many sacrificial gifts

with fire in my hearth at solemn banquets,
in that night hour no god will ever share.
I see all that being trampled

underfoot. [110]

He’s gone, eluded you—just like a fawn,
he’s jumped the centre of your nets with
ease. 140

He mocks your efforts as he moves away.
Listen to me. I’'m speaking of my soul.
So rouse yourselves! Wake up, you
goddesses

from underground. While you dream on I
call—

now Clytaemnestra summons you! h END HERE

[120]
He’s flowg a long way off,

are stronger
there

draining all their rage.
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