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[bookmark: _Toc241156533]THE MASTER OF ARTS IN LANGUAGES AND CULTURES (IN FRENCH, GERMAN OR SPANISH)

Enhance your knowledge and understanding of global languages with a Master of Arts in Languages and Cultures. The M.A. in Languages and Cultures at West Chester University features a dynamic curriculum that prepares graduates for a wide array of career opportunities through specializations in French, German, or Spanish as well as a vibrant community-centered intellectual environment. Options to pursue Pennsylvania K-12 Teaching Certification or an ESL Certificate are also offered.

This 30-credit M.A. (10 courses) provides students with access to courses and language experts at one of Pennsylvania's most respected institutions. Courses can be completed over the regular semesters (evening options) and in the winter or summer sessions, in a variety of formats: face-to-face, online, hybrid, and independent study. Options for fully online students may be available.

Our program is designed to develop linguistic and analytical skills at the highest levels through small seminars and opportunities for collaboration with faculty specializing in diverse fields such as comparative cultural studies, film and media studies, gender studies, language pedagogy, literary analysis, sociolinguistics, and more. Our graduates go on to doctoral study as well as careers in industries that value or require foreign language and cultural competency skills including:
· Business 
· Diplomacy
· Education 
· Health care 
· Immigration policy 
· International development
· Law enforcement 
· Legal interpreting 
· National security 
· Nonprofit leadership


[bookmark: _Toc241156534]CURRICULUM
[bookmark: _Toc46322061][bookmark: _Toc70642269]The M.A. in Languages and Cultures offers a vibrant interdisciplinary curriculum that develops a critical foundation on issues regarding literary traditions, cultural production, and linguistics in French, German, or Spanish, as well as knowledge of the methods of scholarly research, critical analysis, and advanced pedagogical tools. The program consists of 10 courses (30 credits) and an exit requirement as follows:
1. [bookmark: _Toc46322062][bookmark: _Toc70642270]2 Core Required Courses (6 credits). Two online seminars taught in English that focus on the development of a strong background in linguistic, literary and cultural theory:
· [bookmark: _Toc46322063][bookmark: _Toc70642271]LNC 501 Linguistic Studies
· [bookmark: _Toc46322065][bookmark: _Toc70642273]LNC 503 Comparative Cultural Studies
2. [bookmark: _Toc46322066][bookmark: _Toc70642274]6 Courses in your Target Language (18 credits). Select six courses in the language of your program (French, German, or Spanish).
3. [bookmark: _Toc46322067][bookmark: _Toc70642275]2 Elective Courses (6 credits). Any two graduate courses in your target language or in another language such as French, German, Spanish, or English, including Culture, Communication, Education, ESL Certificate, Internship in the Target Language (LAN 525), Language Pedagogy, Linguistics, PA K-12 Certification courses, or Study Abroad. Other elective courses that are relevant to a student’s professional goals may be approved in conversation with the Graduate Coordinator.
4. [bookmark: _Toc46322068][bookmark: _Toc70642276]Exit Requirement. The Exit Requirement consists of one of the following three options: 1) Research Portfolio, 2) Original Research Project, or 3) Comprehensive Exam (see full Policy on Graduate Exit Requirements). The student must notify the Graduate Coordinator of their decision at least one semester prior to graduation. Students select one of the following options: 
· [bookmark: _Toc46322069][bookmark: _Toc70642277]Research Portfolio. Three substantially revised 12-15 page research papers presented as a portfolio to a faculty committee during a defense. Conference papers officially presented at a research conference may substitute revised essays as part of the portfolio upon consultation with the committee Chair. A minimum of two of the selected papers must be written in the target language. 
· [bookmark: _Toc46322070][bookmark: _Toc70642278][bookmark: _Toc46322071]Original Research Project. A new research project completed by the student under the guidance of a faculty member and presented to a faculty committee during a defense. The student will produce a 25-page research paper in the target language. Multimodal formats in the target language may also be an option. 
· [bookmark: _Toc70642279]Comprehensive Exam. A comprehensive written exam followed by an oral defense in the target language, based on a reading list on topics from three courses. The three courses are selected by the student and the professor that taught each course provides a reading list of 5-10 titles based on their course topic (the complete reading list will have a minimum of 15 titles and a maximum of 30 titles). A minimum of two of the selected courses must be in the target language.

[bookmark: _Toc241156535]ACCELERATED BA TO MA PROGRAM IN LANGUAGES AND CULTURES 

B.A. in Languages and Cultures majors are required to take 30 credits of major requirements in their concentration language. Students who have completed 60 credits and have earned a 3.0 cumulative GPA (or higher) may apply to the Accelerated Program wherein they can fulfill up to 12 credits of their undergraduate major courses with 500-level graduate courses in their concentration language. 

How does it work?
In the Accelerated Program, up 12 credits in 500-level courses (FRE, GER, or SPA prefixes only) can be taken as an undergraduate student. These courses will count toward completion of the B.A. program and also go toward the completion of the M.A. degree in Languages and Cultures.

Accelerated Program students pay undergraduate tuition for graduate courses and are subsequently accepted into the M.A. program in Languages and Cultures following conferral of the undergraduate degree. Once admitted in the M.A. program, accelerated students could have just six more courses left to complete their M.A. curriculum.
[bookmark: _Toc241156536]GRADUATE K-12 TEACHING CERTIFICATION
[bookmark: _Toc70642286]
Graduate students in the M.A. in Languages and Cultures have the option to obtain a Pennsylvania K-12 Teaching Certification in French, German, or Spanish. Students with a B.A. in French, German, or Spanish (or related field) may apply to do only the Graduate K-12 Teaching Certification as a post-baccalaureate graduate program. However, we recommend obtaining the Teaching Certification in conjunction with our M.A. program in Languages and Cultures, as teachers with a graduate degree may earn a higher salary. 



[bookmark: _Toc241156537]POLICY ON GRADUATE EXIT REQUIREMENTS

The Exit Requirement for the Master of Arts in Languages and Cultures in French, German, or Spanish with optional Pennsylvania K-12 Teaching Certification or ESL Certificate consists of one of the following three options: 1) Research Portfolio, 2) Original Research Project, or 3) Comprehensive Exam. The student must notify the Graduate Director of their decision at least one semester prior to graduation.

Research Portfolio. This option consists of three substantially revised 12-15 page research papers presented in a single file as a portfolio to a faculty committee during a defense. Upon consultation with the committee Chair, a graduate student who presents original research at a professional conference may count one conference presentation in lieu of one of the three portfolio essays. The semester prior to graduation, or earlier, the student must notify the Graduate Coordinator of their plan to graduate and contact the three professors who will form the Committee. One of the three faculty members will serve as the Chair. The student works individually with each the three professors to substantially revise the final essays from their respective courses. A minimum of two of the selected papers must be written in the target language. Papers should have obtained a grade of A or A- in the course and should be revised according to feedback received by the professor at the end of the course before including it as part of the portfolio. No paper may be submitted without the approval of the professor who assigned the paper. Prior to the defense, the revisions must be approved by the faculty member who assigned the paper. The defense of the Research Portfolio must take place by week thirteen of the semester when the student is scheduled for graduation. The defense will be approximately one hour long, and it will be structured as follows: a 20-minute student presentation of their research (preferably with slides); 20 minutes of dialogue and discussion with the Committee; 10 minutes for the Committee to meet behind closed doors and discuss the student’s achievements without the student; and 10 minutes to inform the student of the results and to discuss future research and potential career steps. The Defense may take place virtually or in-person in consultation with the Chair. The Chair of the Committee will notify the Graduate School of the results for Graduation Clearance.

Original Research Project. This option consists of a new research project completed by the student under the guidance of a faculty member. The research for this project begins early in the semester prior to graduation (or earlier in an Individualized Instruction) and requires the selection of a Committee of three faculty members. The faculty member who guides the research will serve as the Chair. The student will produce a 25-page research paper writing in the target language, not counting notes and bibliography. Multimodal formats in the target language may also be discussed with the Committee as an option. The defense of the Original Research Project must take place by week thirteen of the semester the student is scheduled for graduation. The defense will be approximately one hour long, and it will be structured as follows: a 20-minute student presentation of their research (preferably with slides); 20 minutes of dialogue and discussion with the Committee; 10 minutes for the Committee to meet behind closed doors and discuss the student’s achievements without the student; and 10 minutes to inform the student of the results and to discuss future research and potential career steps. The Defense may take place virtually or in-person in consultation with the Chair. The Chair of the Committee will notify the Graduate School of the results for Graduation Clearance.

Comprehensive Exam. This option consists of a comprehensive written exam followed by an oral defense in the target language, based on a reading list on topics from three courses. The three courses are selected by the student. A minimum of two of the selected courses must be in the target language. The professors who taught the selected courses must agree to be part of the faculty Committee for their course to be an option. Each professor in the faculty committee then provides a reading list of 5-10 titles based on their course topic (the complete reading list will have a minimum of 15 titles and a maximum of 30 titles). Each professor also writes the questions for their portion of the written exam and participates in the oral defense portion of the exam. The written part of the comprehensive exam consists of a four-hour proctored time period to respond to two questions per course topic on a campus computer with no internet access. Students receive three questions for each course and must choose two to answer (for a total of six). For each question answered, the response must be 300-500 words long. The Committee will inform the student of the results of their performance on the exam within 5 working days of the written examination date. Students who successfully respond to the written portion of the exam go on to the oral defense portion the following week. The oral defense consists of a 30-minute period of dialogue and discussion with the Committee regarding the answers the student provided in their written responses and related topics, approximately 10 minutes per course; then 10 minutes for the Committee to meet behind closed doors and discuss the student’s achievements without the student; and 10 minutes to inform the student of the results and to discuss future research and potential career steps. Preparation for comprehensive exam should begin one semester (or earlier) before the student contemplates filing for graduation. The Chair of the Committee will notify the Graduate School of the results for Graduation Clearance.

[bookmark: _Toc241156538]TIMELINE FOR EXIT REQUIREMENTS
The suggested timelines for the Graduate Exit Requirements for Spring or Fall graduation are as follow. Committee Chairs should work closely with their graduate student advisee to ensure their selected timeline is met.


	Suggested Timelines for Graduate Exit Requirement
Follow Spring Graduation Dates if student plans to graduate in May.
Follow Fall Graduation Dates if student plans to graduate in December. 

	Spring Graduation
Dates
	Fall Grad. Dates
	Graduate Exit Requirement Steps


	Nov. 1
(Week 10)
	April 1 (Week 10)
	All Options: Student contacts three professors and asks them be part of their Exit Requirement Committee. One of the professors should be selected as Chair of the Committee. The Chair should guide the student to establish and meet the suggested timeline.

Portfolio: Student selects three research papers and begins revising their work in conversation with their professors who will form the committee.
Original Research Project: Student selects and proposes a topic they would like to research with the guidance of a faculty member. Student and professor meet, discuss the proposed research project, and establish a research timeline.
Comprehensive Exam: Student works with the Committee to design and evaluate a written comprehensive exam. Student meets with the Chair of the Committee to discuss areas of study and establish a study timeline.

	Dec. 10
	May 1
	Student should inform the Graduate Coordinator of the names of Committee members and Chair, their selected Exit Requirement option, and an outline of their proposed timeline with specific dates. Student should apply for graduation.

	Dec. 15
	May 5
	Student submits to their committee a portfolio consisting of 3 research papers (corrected and revised according to original course feedback) in a single Word document, or submits their original research project developed under the supervision of the Chair of the Committee. For the Comprehensive Exam, students discuss progress on areas of study with the Chair of their committee and any updates to the timeline.

	Feb. 15
	Sept.1
	All Options: Student coordinates with their Committee to set a date for the Exit Interview or Comprehensive Exam and informs the Graduate Coordinator.

The Committee returns the portfolio or original research project to student with feedback and suggested revisions. Committee members reading a portfolio are only expected to give feedback for the specific paper written for their class. Any revisions needed should be requested by this date. 
For the Comprehensive Exam, students should again discuss progress on areas of study with the Chair of their committee. 

	March 15
	Oct. 1
	Student submits the final revised portfolio or original research project to the Committee in a single Word document or other multimodal format previously agreed upon. This is the final version to be presented at the Exit Interview. 

	Mid April
	Beginning of November
	Defense of Portfolio or Original Research Project: The duration of the Exit Interview is approximately one hour, consisting of a 20-minute student presentation of their research with optional slides; 20 minutes of dialogue and discussion with the committee; 10 minutes for the committee to meet and to discuss the student’s achievements; 10 minutes to inform student of results and discuss future research and potential career steps. 
Comprehensive Exam: Student completes the written comprehensive exam on the established date. The Committee evaluates the exam and informs students of the results within 5 working days.

The Chair of the Committee will notify the Graduate Coordinator of the results for Graduation Clearance. The student and the committee Chair must complete the required exit surveys, as requested by the Graduate Coordinator, in order to be cleared for graduation.

	May
	December
	Graduation.
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[bookmark: _Toc241156539]TEACHER CANDIDATE RESOURCES 

· College of Education and Social Work: https://www.wcupa.edu/education-socialWork/
· Teacher Candidacy: https://www.wcupa.edu/education-socialWork/teacherCandidacy.aspx 
· Testing Services (Praxis): https://www.wcupa.edu/education-socialWork/testingCenter.aspx
· Field Placements and Student Teaching: https://www.wcupa.edu/education-socialWork/fieldPlaceStuTeach.aspx
· Clearances: https://www.wcupa.edu/education-socialWork/clearances.aspx 
· Teacher Certification Information:  https://www.wcupa.edu/education-socialWork/certificationInfo.aspx

[bookmark: _Toc241156540]ONLINE RESOURCES

· WCU Department of Languages and Cultures: https://www.wcupa.edu/arts-humanities/languagesCultures/grad.aspx 
· Accelerated BA to MA Program in Languages and Cultures: https://www.wcupa.edu/arts-humanities/languagesCultures/acceleratedMALC.aspx 
· The Graduate School: https://www.wcupa.edu/_admissions/SCH_DGR/current.aspx 
· Graduate assistantships: https://www.wcupa.edu/_admissions/SCH_DGR/assistantships.aspx  
· New Graduate Students: https://www.wcupa.edu/_admissions/SCH_DGR/newGradStudents.aspx
· D2L Site for MA in Languages and Cultures: https://d2l.wcupa.edu/d2l/home/2608547 (email the Graduate Coordinator if you have not yet been added to the D2L site)
· Facebook Group for MA in Languages and Cultures: https://www.facebook.com/groups/MALanguagesandCultures 
· Languages and Cultures Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/languagesandcultureswcu 
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